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Our Focus: Mission, Ministry and Growth                         

Terrence Stapleton  

We minister to each other through service, education, artistic, and spiritual nourishment 
and the strengthening of our relationships. 
In our local and world communities, we promote our vision, live our UU principles,      
inspire peaceful activism, and invite fellow seekers to join our quest. 

            UUC Mission Statement 
 

 

Dear UUC Members and Friends, 

“I don't want to achieve immortality through my work. I want to achieve it through not 
dying.” (Woody Allen) 

Not dying is my preferred method of achieving immortality. However, as my hair grays 
and walking pace slows, I am pondering whether my immortality objective may require 
an alternative strategy. 

Many of us have been blessed to enjoy a surplus of wealth, large and small. This letter 
is to urge you, as you are able, to include the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater and 
the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater Church  Foundation in your estate plan. Our 
national UU Association of Congregations offers programs that may meet your needs 
(please go to www.uua.org) or you can contact Randy Cooper, a member of the UUC 
Planned Giving Committee. Gifts to the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater may be 
directed to support the general good of the community or assigned for specific         
programs such as Children’s Religious Education, Music, and Social Justice. Your gift 
will be used as you direct in your estate plan. Remember, it is always advisable to    
discuss your estate plan with a professional financial   advisor before finalizing it.  

The Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater Church Foundation is an independent tax 
deductible 501-c3 organization dedicated to the support of the UUC. Gifts to the   
Foundation are invested in highly rated stock and bond funds that generate interest   
income. Currently, 4.25% of the Foundation’s assets are given to the UUC annually; 
the principal remains invested to support future UUC programs. 

Continued  on Page 3 
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“Building the Beloved Community” is our worship and lifespan learning program year 
focus for 2010-11. This year we will reflect, consider, and act upon nine religious and 
spiritual themes through worship, covenant groups, monthly discussions, religious      
education, newsletter articles, a reading list for further reading on the theme and 
more.  The resources are provided so that members can decide at what level and depth 
they want to engage a particular theme.  The church’s offerings each month are by no 
means limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis around which many 
elements of congregational life gain more meaning and depth. They provide us with a set 

of common stories and ideas that become elements of an ongoing community conversation. 

September's themes are Mission & Ministry . 

Mission is a sense of congregational calling, the 'burning coal' that continues to create and sustain the      
congregation. Mission answers the questions, "Why do we exist?" and "Who do we exist for?" The vision of 
the congregation is our picture of that mission as it is translated out of our minds and into the world in      
concrete, substantial ways. Sixty years ago, the mission of establishing a Unitarian Universalist presence in 
Clearwater led to the vision of owning our own land and building the Octagon. The vision of serving the   
liberal religious needs of a broad range of ages in Pinellas county was translated into the mission of a    
growing religious education program for our children and youth. The mission of serving the needy in our 
community and abroad led to the creation of a strong and vibrant social justice ministry in our congregation.  

Mission and Vision lead to Ministry . Ministry is "all that we do together."  In other words, our ministry is a 
shared ministry. Sharing the ministry means that instead of doing church work, we will do the work of the 
church.  Not merely a semantic distinction, it is the difference between work as obligation and work as     
passion. Shared Ministry emphasizes the truth that we all have been blessed with unique and valuable gifts 
meant to be discovered, developed, and used on behalf of others.  It means that both clergy and congregation 
make a healing, holy enterprise out of the church.  It means we co-create the beloved community. Sharing the 
ministry means we empower ourselves to do the work of our own healing.  It means we engage intellectually 
and spiritually with our tradition and with its movement through time and culture. It means we use not only 
our reason, but all our intelligence and our compassion, to join with others in living lives of joy, hope, and 
service. 

The Rev. Larry Peers sums up developing one's sense of mission, vision, and ministry as follows:                        

 "The task before us is to foster and develop a "ministering congregation": a congregation that has           
 a communal sense of call, knows the community that it is aiming to serve, mobilizes its resources       
 and programs to respond to the diverse ministry needs of its gathered congregation and surrounding        
 community, and provides a formation process to engage its membership in this shared ministry." 

As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of our beloved religious community and the 50th anniversary of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association this year, let your light shine.  Let your hope grow.  Cast your love and 
your lot with those "who age after age, perversely, with no extraordinary power, reconstitute the world." 

In faith, Abhi Janamanchi  

 Random Reflections                            Rev. Abhi Janamanchi  
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School begins in just a few days.  Adult chorale at UU Clearwater is to begin shortly 
after that and pretty soon, I will get to work with the cherub voices of our children’s 
choir.  As I reflect on this, I think of all the different people I come into contact with 
in my line of work and the wonderful convergence and divergence of ideas and    
culture which is a part of that.   
 
By celebrating culture, Unitarian Universalists celebrate their seventh held principle 
of respecting the interdependent web of all existence for which we are a part.  As we worshipfully explore the 
many aspects of our beloved community in 2010-2011, my goal is to musically impart how a wonderfully     
diverse culture helps to foster a respect for all, thereby strengthening one’s immediate community as well as the 
world community beyond.   
 
During your worship experience this year, you will hear music which focuses on different styles and periods 
which highlight not only European and American cultures, but African, Latino and other non-Western          
cultures.  We will be singing texts which use various languages in order to show how many cultures celebrate 
and highlight topics such as God, hope, and a sense of purpose which is greater than the  individual self.  I hope 
that in celebrating this wide array of diversity, you might discover a new appreciation for a kind of music and 
worship that you may have not considered before. 
 
As part of that celebration, I believe our children need to be an integral part.  As future stakeholders in the 
world at large, they will inherit a world which is more culturally dynamic and diverse than we could even  
imagine.  Our children’s choir , which is a non-auditioned group open to all children in grades K-8, will begin 
rehearsing in the choir room on Sunday, September 19th, from 9:45 am -10:15 am.  Children’s choir is a unique            
opportunity for your child to not only enhance his worshipful spirit, but also to enhance her musical spirit and 
social spirit.  It is a joyful time for the children and to highlight that joy, we will be focusing on preparing music 
for Halloween, which we will celebrate and share during worship on Sunday, October 31st at 10:30 am.  I hope 
you and your child(ren) will consider joining children’s choir.  As a full-time K-5 elementary music teacher, 
this is truly my passion in life.  If you have any questions regarding the program, please feel free to e-mail me 
at katzmusicstudio@aol.com. 
 
I look forward to seeing adults and children alike make wonderful music as we celebrate our beloved          
community in 2010-2011. 
 
Blessed Be and Shalom, Dr. David Katz 

Celebrating the Cultural Buffet                    Dr. David Katz 

Continued  from Page 1 

 

This year we will celebrate 60 years of serving the needs of our members and the world community. By        
including the UUC and the Foundation in your estate plan, the work towards a just and moral society will be 
passed to future generations. Therefore, just in case that “immortality” thing does not work out, including the 
UUC and Foundation in your estate plans may be your best alternative.    

“I am not afraid of death; I just don't want to be there when it happens” (Woody Allen). 

Terry Stapleton 

Our Focus: Mission, Ministry, Growth 
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Social Justice Council  

Calling All UU’s – Save This Important Date! 

 
The Social Justice Council is extremely excited to invite all UU’s and friends to a Social Justice Empower-
ment Workshop on October 23, 2010 to be held at UUC and presented by UUA trained facilitators.  The 
facilitators have been chosen by Florida UU for their leadership skills and knowledge of social justice        
issues.  They have been through an intensive six day training program with staff members of the UUA. 
 
The basic purpose of this social justice empowerment workshop is for UUC congregational members to     
assess the quality of our social justice program.  It is an opportunity for us to consider what we are doing as 
an institution to create a more just and caring world.  During the workshop we will reflect upon what we can 
do as a religious community to put our faith into practice. 

We have scheduled a one day workshop that will start at 9 am and end at 5 pm on Saturday, October 23, 
2010. The session will begin with introductions. We will then establish our goals for this program.  The     
participants will meet in small groups to discuss what we like about our current social justice program and 
what we would like to see improved. In the second part of the workshop we will consider four or five crucial 
issues which, if properly addressed, will lead to a more effective social justice program.  The facilitators use a 
variety of methods to help people discuss these issues.  At the end of this session, we will develop a plan for 
implementing the recommendations that come out of this process. Sometimes a group priority setting exercise 
is used when congregations want to learn more about democratic methods for choosing issues to form task 
groups. This exercise takes about two hours.  We will have an opportunity to develop an action plan after our 
priority issues are chosen. This takes approximately an hour and a half. The program closes with an      
evaluation of the workshop and a brief worship service. 

The following are examples of possible issues a congregation may address during the workshop: 

· Inspire a congregation with a vision of their potential to be a social justice community.  

· Develop a deeper understanding about the basic elements of an effective social justice program.  Of     
special concern is the ways that people can develop programs of service, education, witnessing, advocacy, 
and community organizing.   

· Clarify the roles and objectives of the congregation, the board of trustees, the social justice committee, 
and task groups in providing leadership for the social justice program.   

· Provide methods for how to integrate the social justice program into the larger life of the congregation 
including worship, religious education, and adult programming.   

· Help the members of the congregation strategize how they will increase the number of people involved in 
the social justice program.   

· Consider different ways of raising money to support social justice programs.  Acquaint people about the 
Unitarian Universalist Fund for Social Responsibility.   

· Provide information about the resources of the thirty five social change organizations which are affiliated 
with the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA).   

 
Each participant in the workshop gets a copy of the manual that they can keep as a resource.  During the 
workshop we will work with different sections of the manual. We need everyone’s input in order to have a 
successful workshop.  Please plan on attending. 
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Split The Plate                                                                 Marlene Calderone 

On August 8th we collected a total of $ 227.50 for Women on the Way a program of St. 
Pete College’s Clearwater campus.  WOW gives scholarships, peer support, and advising 
to women who might otherwise not be able to attend college. Their mission is to provide 
services that enhance and empower these women so they may achieve academic,        
professional, and personal success. Our September recipient is the Pinellas Support  
Committee of the National Farm Workers Ministry.  They are a faith based organization 
that supports farm workers as they organize for empowerment, justice, and equality.  In 

these shocking times of denial of justice for immigrants, the Pinellas Support Committee of the National 
Farm Workers Ministry needs our support more then ever.  Please give generously.   

 

This last month I just turned 29.  Upon reflection, a lot has happened this last year, a 
year in which I had predicted great things since childhood.  I don’t know what it was 
about 28, but I always foresaw that as the magical age where big things happen.  I    
wasn’t let down one iota.  It proved to be the year that started my career and the year 
that I became engaged.  It was also the year that I moved to Florida and started up a new 
center with my Buddhist organization, Rissho Kosei-kai.  Needless to say, it has been a 
busy year! 

With the fall season just around the corner and my role as summer minister coming to 
an end, on my 29th birthday, it seemed like a period of transition.  The glaring feature was that this would be 
my last year of my 20s, and being on the cusp, I couldn’t help but feel older.  Along with being older, 
though, is the awareness of the experiences I’ve had that make me feel a little wiser than before.   Instead of 
feeling bad about getting older, I began to see it in the light of progress; each year experiencing and learning 
more and thereby grasping a firmer awareness of the world.  

When I was in seminary in Japan, I was taught the virtue of calling my parents on my birthday and thanking 
them for the life I’ve received.   This is a thought that is counter-intuitive to most Americans, as we     
somehow feel it is OUR day to be celebrated, when in reality, it is due to the blessing of our parents that we 
are born in this world.   There is no way to repay the debt of gratitude to our parents for having given birth 
to us, much less for all the support we’ve received throughout our lives from our parents, but the least I feel 
I can do is to thank them as often as I can.  

In Buddhism, as well as Unitarian Universalism, we understand that all life is interconnected.  We share the 
same life and support one another.   As I become more and more aware of the interdependent nature of my 
existence, I feel not only grateful but responsible for my role to reach out and help others.  The new pastoral 
associates program has provided a great opportunity to be of service to the members of this congregation 
and I am committed to support the pastoral associates on this very important mission.  The PA’s themselves 
are just as committed to this role of service, so if the need presents itself, please do not hesitate to seek them 
out.  They will be grateful you did.    

Summer Minister’s Notes                             Rev. Nick Ozuna  
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Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am 

Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am 
September 5th: John Chase will play an eighteen-minute National Public Radio interview of Daniel Okrent 
about his book “Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition,” a social history of an almost forgotten time. Terry 
Gross conducted the interview. 
 
September 12th: Sandy Gourdine, president of Friendship force, will present a program about Friendship 
Force, discuss the group’s future projects and will report on a South African school that has receive computers 
from UUC.    
 
September 19h: Bill Dishongh, UUC’s Man on the Ground in Arizona, will give us an update of his recent  
social justice activism, including his time in a Phoenix jail as a cellmate of Rev. Peter Morales, president of 
UUA. Bill is a UUC member who steps farther out of his comfort zone than most of us. 
 
September 26th: Mark Brandt and Jeff Ford will debate “Is the God of the Bible True?” Mark is a long time 
UUC member and skeptic. Jeff is a member of Calvary Baptist Church and is currently writing a book of the 
100 most misunderstood Bible verses. Both men will also debate this topic at the Calvary Baptist Church’s 
men’s group in September and other places, upon request. 

Sept. 5  Ambitious Aspirations, Perilous Promises                                                  Rev. Naomi King 

What is Unitarian Universalism's purpose in the world? Is it larger than the world of religious jokes and spiritual 
redoubts? Why does our message matter? Join our risky business of a religion of relevance.   Rev. King lives  
Unitarian Universalism’s embrace of wonderment and mystery and humanity’s call to restore and nourish our 
world. She also knits, writes, and gardens in south Florida with her partner, Thandeka, and their dog, the Good 
Shepherd. You can follow Naomi’s e-ministry through a variety of blogs, including Facebook and                 
Twitter. Music - Linda Jones & Cathy Costa   

Sept. 12  Who Owns A Congregation?                                                                      Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 

Rev. Dan Hotchkiss, UU minister and congregational consultant, answers, "The owner of a congregation is its 
mission. A congregation exists to serve its mission."  As we begin a new year together, we will reflect on our 
congregational mission and how we go about fulfilling it.  Music - UUC Chorale  

Sept. 19  Building the Beloved Community                                                             Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 

What are the demands of the age on the liberal ministry?  Reflections on our shared ministry and ministering to a 
broken world.  Please remember to bring a small container of water from your summer travels or your kitchen 
sink for our annual water communion ritual. Music - UUC Chorale  

Sept. 26  Is Forgiveness Possible?                                                                              Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 

The ten Days of Awe, beginning with Rosh Hashanah and culminating on Yom Kippur, are both a celebration of 
the New Year and a striving to repent and atone for misdeeds committed during the past year.  Imagine knowing 
that the focus of ten whole days of your life was to examine your conscience. Would you know how to do it? 
What would you look for?  The service will explore the wisdom of forgiveness and beginning again.  Music - 
UUC Chorale 
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11 am Peaceful Birth 
Project Meeting (W) 
7 pm Property Comm. 
Meeting (P) 
7 pm Chorale Practice 
(C)  

�

��
10 am Book Sale 
Committee (C) 
11 am Branches       
Co-Op (CL) 
1 pm Hospice  (P) 
7 pm Lotus Sutra 
Study (L) 
7 pm Rent Party for 
Tom Foley (S)�

��
7 pm Zen    
Meditation (L) 

��
1 pm Art Class 
(W) 
8 pm AA (P) 

��
9:30 am Open Issues (P) 
10:30 am Worship (O) 
4 pm Rissho Kosei-kai (P) 

��
Labor Day 

UUC is closed. 
The following 
activities are    

CANCELLED: 
9:30 am Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:30 pm AA (P) 

��
12 pm Loving Kind-
ness Meditation (L) is 
cancelled 
7 pm Social Bridge (P) 

���
10 am Staff Meeting  
11 am Peaceful Birth 
Project Meeting (W) 
5:30 pm Finance 
Comm. Meeting (W) 
7 pm Exec. Comm. 
Meeting (W) 
7 pm Chorale Practice 
(C)  

	�
9 am Remove & Hang 
New Art (O) 
10 am Book Sale 
Committee (C) 
11 am Branches       
Co-Op (CL) 
1 pm Hospice  (P) 
7 pm Lotus Sutra 
Study (L) 
7 pm Women’s Night 
Out (Off site)�

�
�
10 am Readers 
Forum (C) 
7 pm Zen    
Meditation (L) 

���
8 am Fall Work 
Party - Please   
join us, all are 
welcomed! 
8 pm AA (P) 

���
9:30 am Open Issues (P) 
10:30 am Worship (O)
12:30 pm YA Median 
Covenant Group (W) 
1 pm UU101 (C) 
2 pm Art Reception (O) 
4 pm Rissho Kosei-kai (P) 
 

���
9:30 am Duplicate 
Bridge (P) 
7 pm Covenant 
Groups’ Facilita-
tors Meeting (L) 
7:30 pm AA (P) 

���
11 am Membership 
Committee (W) 
12 pm Loving Kind-
ness Meditation (L) 
6 pm Power Stories 
rehearsal (O) 
7 pm Social Bridge (P) 
7:30 pm Conversation 
with Abhi (C) 

���
10 am Staff Meeting  
11 am Peaceful Birth 
Project Meeting (W) 
7 pm UUC Board 
Meeting (P) 
7 pm Chorale Practice 
(C)  

���
10 am Book Sale 
Committee (C) 
11 am Branches       
Co-Op (CL) 
1 pm Hospice  (P) 
2 pm Private Event (L) 
7 pm Lotus Sutra 
Study (L) 

�

���
10 am Readers 
Forum (C) 
7 pm Zen    
Meditation (L) 

���
9 am Worship 
associates Meeting 
(P) 
11 am Center for 
Inquiry—Private 
Event (S) 
1 pm Art Class 
(W) 
8 pm AA (P) 

�	�
9:30 am Open Issues (P) 
9:45 am Children’s Choir 
Practice (C) 
10:30 am Worship (O) 
12:30 pm Minister’s Chat 
(L) 
12:30 pm Music Commit-
tee (C) 
4 pm Rissho Kosei-kai (P) 

�
�
9:30 am Duplicate 
Bridge (P) 
7:30 pm AA (P) 

���
12 pm Loving Kind-
ness Meditation (L) 
1 pm Covenant Group 
Meeting (L) 
6 pm Power Stories 
Rehearsal (O) 
7 pm Social Bridge (P) 
 

���
11 am Peaceful Birth 
Project Meeting (W) 
7 pm Chorale Practice 
(C)  

���
10 am Book Sale 
Committee (C) 
11 am Branches       
Co-Op (CL) 
1 pm Hospice  (P) 
7 pm Lotus Sutra 
Study (L) 
7:30 pm Rudolf 
Steiner Class (P) 

���
10 am Readers 
Forum (C) 
6 pm Power Sto-
ries Rehearsal (O) 
7 pm Zen    
Meditation (L) 

���
10 am Private 
Event (P) 
1 pm Power   
Stories Set-Up (O) 
7 pm Power Sto-
ries SheVolution 
Performance (O) 
8 pm AA (P) 

���
9:30 am Open Issues (P) 
9:45 am Children’s Choir 
Practice (C) 
10:30 am Worship (O) 
12 pm Comm. Fair (S) 
12:30 pm Min. Chat (L) 
12:30 pm Open Cove.(W) 
12:30 pm Psi Symp. (P) 
12:30 pm UUC Players’ 
Rehearsal (O)  
4 pm Rissho Kosei-kai (P) 

���
9:30 am Duplicate 
Bridge (P) 
7:30 pm AA (P) 
7:30 pm Vagina 
Monologues at the 
American Stage 
Theatre 

���
12 pm Loving Kind-
ness Meditation (L) 
1 pm Conversation 
with Abhi (C) 
7pm Committee on 
Ministry 
7 pm Social Bridge (P) 

�	�
11 am Peaceful Birth 
Project Meeting (W) 
7 pm Chorale Practice 
(C)  

�
�
10 am Book Sale 
Committee (C) 
11 am Branches       
Co-Op (CL) 
7 pm Lotus Sutra 
Study (L) 
7 pm Pathways to 
Membership (P) 

� �
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Religious Education News             Christine Pensa, RE Coordinator  

The "Lasting Memories" art show opens with a reception on Sunday, September 12th, 
from 2 pm until 4pm. It is your opportunity to meet its artist, Patty Fitts.  Her landscapes 
are very colorful and include many flowers.  Her childhood in Michigan and adult life in 
Alabama, Georgia and Florida provided inspiration for her paintings.  Patty studied   
under our own Melissa Miller Nece and Roger Bansemer.   
  
Many of you have asked us to have receptions on Sunday instead of Friday night.  There 
are several meetings that day so we especially invite those of you who are attending to 
come to our reception either before or after your meeting.   

Hello Friends,  

As I begin to get ready for another fun-filled year of religious education for our children 
and youth, I can’t help to think about soup. Soup?  Why soup? After all it’s hot and   
humid and it’s Florida!  The last thing anyone would think about is soup right?  Not 
necessarily.  

Let’s start with a big pot (our buildings) and add some water (our staff).  Then what?  Well, that’s up to 
you.  Each person in our congregation represents an ingredient in our soup. Alone, they can be boring and 
bland or sharp and pungent.  But combine them together with some tomatoes (sauciness), hot sauce (vitality), 
and potatoes (stability) and things start to get interesting.  Let’s add some garlic (health) and black pepper to 
give our soup a little kick.  Baby carrots (children) add color and fun.  Throw in some more vegetables 
(people) like cabbage, zucchini, squash and corn.  Don’t forget the salt (life) because without it, our soup 
would lack flavor and appeal.  

So, now our soup is simmering and smells so good!  But now what?  How can we enjoy this wonderful pot of 
soup?  Soup is served at 10:30am every Sunday.   Bring your bowl and spoon (heart and hands) and an open 
mind for trying something new.  Offer to serve soup to the children and youth (volunteer) let them serve you as 
well.  Break bread together and smile.  Savor the moment and enjoy.      

As we grow we add new ingredients and adjust the spices to please.   We are open to new recipes and welcome 
cooks of all ages. Please join us. Our religious education program begins on September 19th.  Registration is 
required to ensure the safety and wellbeing of everyone (including Youth) in the religious education            
program.  Registration forms are available on our website and at the RE table in the Social Hall.    

The Religious Education Committee meets the first Thursday of the month in the Children’s Library from 7 
pm until 9 pm.  Our meetings are open to the congregation and we encourage people to attend.   

If you would like to know more about the religious education program of UUC, join our UUCRE yahoo 
group.UUCRE-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or contact Christine Pensa at: ChristineP@att.net.  

I hope to see you on Sunday with a smile!  Thank You. 

 

Art News                                                           Charlene Carnes  
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Volunteer to help nurture the children and youth in our Religious Education Program! There’s a place for         
everyone and their time and talents as we create a flourishing RE experience that embodies the essence of our 
UUC ministry, shapes young lives, and shines on the future of our congregation. There are opportunities available 
with ALL age groups and an urgent need for Middle and High School youth advisors. They have different  time 
commitments, required skills and talents, and can be either teaching or non-teaching – some examples are: 
Teacher/Youth Advisor, Teacher’s Assistant, Special Event Helpers, and Playground Peacekeepers. 
 
We have amazingly committed, experienced teachers and professional staff, so you will be fully supported as a 
volunteer. The RE program utilizes an established curriculum and tasks are shared among team members. There is 
a flexible structure with a supportive staff who carefully place volunteers in positions based upon their talents and 
time. Please contact Christine Pensa at ChristineP@att.net or call 727-442-3028 for more  information. You can 
also phone me at 727-421-2818. Thanks. 

After the service on Sunday, September 26th, please stop by the tables in the Social Hall to 
discover the many and varied ways you can participate in UUC congregational life.  UUC 
program and committee chairs will host tables where you can find out about each activity, and 
how to join in and become involved.  Activities include everything from A to Z (well, Art to 
Worship anyway).  While nibbling on delicious goodies, browse to see what happens at UUC 
and who gets it done.  Then, if you would like to join in the fun, you can sign up  to partici-
pate in whichever activities interest you.  For more information about the Fair, contact Bobbie    
Watson, President Elect, or Susan Hegner. 

At our Ingathering Services this September 19th, we will continue the tradition of a water      
communion. To prepare for this ceremony, I invite each of you to bring water collected from your 
summer travels that is a source of meaning to you. This source could be a spring hidden deep in 
the woods, a mountain lake, a muddy stream, a flowing river, a mighty ocean, or the tap in your 
own kitchen. More important than the where is the why. Why is the source of this water           
important to you? What core values in your life does it represent? What story does it tell? 

Please bring a small container (tightly sealed, please!) of this water with you to our Ingathering Service. During 
the service, you will be invited to pour your water into a common vessel. This water communion symbolizes how, 
in our congregation, many disparate journeys blend together in shared community and purpose. Since there won't 
be time during the service for each of us to recount the full story of the meaning of our waters, I invite you to bring 
with you a short note of about ten to twelve words describing the origin and significance of your water. If you  
prefer, please feel free to email the note to abhij@uuclearwater.org by September 15th. During the service, we will 
read aloud from these notes to convey the spirit and diversity of the water offerings. We will bless these waters 
and later offer them as nourishment for the trees, bushes, and flowers on our church grounds. 

I hope this tradition will be another reminder of the sacredness of our individual stories and the power of our 
dwelling together in religious community.  

Annual Program Information Fair                               Roberta C. Watson  

Building Our Beloved Community’s Future               Scott Milinder  

Water Communion Ritual - September 19th                    Rev. Abhi  
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MONTHLY THEME RESOURCES: MISSION & MINISTRY   

The following resources are provided so that members can decide at what level and depth they want to 
engage a particular theme.  They are intended to aid us to develop a set of common stories and ideas that 
become part of an ongoing community conversation.  Rev. Abhi will facilitate a community dialogue on 
the monthly theme on Tue., Sept. 14 at 7 PM and Tue., Sept. 28 at 1 PM in the chorale room located in 
the Octagon.  

Books: 

Mike Durall, The Almost Church & The Almost Church Revitalized                                                                    
Dan Hotchkiss, Governance & Ministry                                                                                                                          
Jon Kotter, The Iceberg is Melting & A Sense of Urgency                                                                                      
William M. Easum, Sacred Cows Make Gourmet Burgers                                                                                       
Alice Mann, The In-Between Church: Navigating Size Transitions in Churches                                          
Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church  

Movies: 

Any Given Sunday, starring Al Pacino                                                                                                                             
The Rosa Parks Story, starring Angela Bassett                                                                                                             
Remember The Titans, starring Denzel Washington                                                                                                   
Mother Teresa: In the Name of God's Poor, starring Helena Carroll, Geraldine Chaplin, et al.                                                
The Express, starring Dennis Quaid, Rob Brown, et al.  

Websites: 

www.ouricebergismelting.com  

“Building the Beloved Community” is our worship and lifespan learning program year focus for 2010-
2011. This year we will reflect, consider, and act upon nine religious and spiritual themes. Each theme plays 
a part in the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. They provide us  with a set of   
common stories and ideas that become elements of an ongoing community conversation. 
 

September:  Mission and Ministry  
October:  God 

November:  Gratitude 
December:  Hope 
January:  Justice 

February:  Unitarian Universalism 
March:  Faith 

April:  Salvation/Resurrection 
May:  Growth 

2010-2011 Program Focus for UUC             
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Summer will soon be over and our church activities will begin a new church year of 
rewarding opportunities.  I want to inform all recent visitors and returning visitors to 
UUC of our educational programs leading to membership.  These programs are     
interesting, fun to participate in, and a great opportunity to meet others interested in 
membership. You can get to know our minister, meet other members, and learn about 
the rich history of Unitarian Universalism.  Speaking of history, did you know UUC 
will be celebrating our 60th anniversary in 2011?  

The schedules for these sessions are listed below, along with a brief course            
description.  Sign up sheets for the first UU 101 class will be on the Welcoming  
Desk and Visitor’s table in the Social Hall each Sunday until Sept. 12th.    

UU 101: Introduction to Unitarian Universalism - Second Sunday of the month unless otherwise noted, 
at 1 PM in the Chorale Room.    

A one and a half-hour  seminar that introduces people to Unitarian Universalism, UU principles and  purposes, 
sources of religious and spiritual inspiration, and UU theology. A free pizza lunch will be  served.         

Session Leader – Abhi Janamanchi.  
Dates: Sept. 12, Oct. 10, Nov. 14, Jan. 9, Feb. 6, March 13, April 10, May 1   

Pathways to Membership - 3 sessions on Thursday evenings, 7 PM in the Patio Room. 

The program provides an overview of the meaning of membership in a UU congregation. 

Session 1: Getting to know U - provides an opportunity for participants to reflect on their individual religious 
journeys; Session 2: Getting to know UU - brief history of Unitarianism, Universalism, and Unitarian Univers-
alism; Session 3: Getting to know UUC - history of UUC, key programs and ministries at UUC (RE, pastoral 
care, social justice, covenant groups, worship, board, stewardship, and the meaning of membership). Free.        

Session Leaders include Abhi Janamanchi, various UUC leaders, and members of the Membership 
Committee.  

Dates:  Sept. 30; Oct. 7, 14; Nov. 4, 11, 18; Jan. 13, 20, 27; Feb. 24;                                                            
       March 3, March 10;April 22, 29, May 5   

New Member Recognition - during the Sunday service 

Dates:  Oct. 24, Dec. 12, Jan. 30, March 20, May 22  

If you have any questions about these programs please see me at UUC, email me at wescon@tampabay.rr.com 
or call me at 727-596-7123.  Or speak to any member of the Membership Committee; Sage Chaney, Diane 
Fraser, Faye Paris, Ann Scott and Denise Seeber.  

Educational Membership Sessions                                      Bill Snell  
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The Maxwell Library will have a copy of each of 
Mike Durall's books, The Almost Church and The 
Almost Church Revitalized, and William Easum's 
Sacred Cows Make Gourmet Burgers. Jon Kotter's 
books and Rick Warren's The Purpose Driven 
Church are available in the Pinellas County          
Library System. 

Covenant Groups are UUC's form of small group 
ministry.  Each month, a covenant group meets to 
discuss a specific topic related to life as a UU.  A 
covenant is a sacred promise and each group  
member promises to make a commitment of time 
and spirit to attend each monthly meeting       
faithfully.    
  
New covenant groups are forming and several 
groups have openings for new members.  You can 
find more detailed covenant group information on 
the UUC website, as well as a form to fill out if 
you want to join a group: http://uuclearwater.org/
content/CovenantGroups.htm  If you were unable 
to get into a group last church year, because of 
space or schedule limitations, but are still          
interested, please fill out a new form.  All forms 
can be copied and pasted into an email and 
emailed to puggirl417@gmail.com or printed and 
put in the Covenant Group Box outside the UUC 
office.  For more information, please contact     
Tiffany Boggs at puggirl417@gmail.com.   

The excitement builds as we begin to assemble and represent UUC at 
the grand Ingathering ceremony – the second largest gathering of UUs 
in the world.   

Just ask Brian and Wendy Coughlin: “SUUSI is amazing!  We          
reconnected with our SUUSI family after being away six and four 
years, respectively. Brian and I were on staff and had one of the best 
vacations ever. Only in UU can you spend time working with 12-13 
year-olds and 104 teens, and it be considered a vacation.  You have to 
try it - you'll like it.”    

You’ll like it, too! Plan now for the most incredible UU experience of your life! 

SUUSI 2011, July 17 - 23, third week of July. Learn more at www.suusi.org. 

The SUUSI That Was          Paul Langrock 
 

Covenant Group Updates         
                        Tiffany Boggs 

Updates... 

Monthly Theme & Books                                                                                
                            Pat St. Clair 
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Dozens of the oldest member congregations of our Unitarian Universalist Association were founded by the Pilgrim 
and Puritan settlers of colonial New England. Although we long ago rejected several doctrines dear to them, we 
American Unitarian Universalists steadfastly keep a precious part of our Puritan inheritance: their “congregational 
polity.” 
 
The Pilgrims in 1620 and the 20,000 or so Puritans who came here in the Great Migration of the 1630s were primarily 
concerned with a theology of organization: how churches ought to be organized, who in these churches should have 
authority, and why. They invented, or rather reinvented, what we call congregational polity, that doctrine of the 
church that insists that each congregation is to be governed by its own members. 
 
Puritans had tried for decades to reform the Church of England. Persecuted and punished by bishops for holding what 
we would call study groups and conferences, they eventually concluded that something had gone terribly awry in 
church history. They studied carefully the “record books” of the church, the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. 
From these they learned that, from the days of Sarah and Abraham, the spirit of love has always been the “substance” 
of a church. 
 
In 1646 reformers in England published the Westminster Confession. New Englanders disagreed with its prescription 
of a presbyterial model of governance. The New England churches convened a synod in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
resulting in the Cambridge Platform of 1648, which explained and justified how congregational churches are         
constituted and work. The UUA’s Skinner House Books has just published a new edition of this important work. 
 
According to the Platform, the proper “form” of a church follows from “the second commandment,” as Jesus          
expressed it: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matt. 22:39). To join a church is to enter a covenant to walk 
with other members in the spirit of neighborly love. The goal of everything gathered members do is “edification,” or 
mutual learning and teaching concerning the many and complex ways of love. Members of a congregation and their 
elected officers are a complete church; they need no higher authorities in church affairs. Reasoning together in the 
spirit of love, they can discern whither love leads. 
 
For our founders, the autonomy of each congregation did not imply either self-sufficiency or isolation from other    
congregations. They were to be a community of independent churches, giving and taking counsel and helping each 
other in other ways. 
 
Our founders surely didn’t get everything right organizationally. Early congregationalists thought it perfectly          
reasonable that magistrates, as they had in England, should coerce all landowning citizens to pay the parish tax, a 
practice their Unitarian heirs fought to maintain into the 1830s. They also assumed that tiered levels of privilege and 
authority were natural and that acquired status should be respected in perpetuity. Ministers and elected lay leaders, 
unless they did something awful, tended to stay in office for decades. Sadly, this long-held pattern led to complacency 
and resistance to change among nineteenth-century Unitarians in matters affecting growth. 
 
Thank goodness, even so, for our Puritan heritage. By their lights, the Bible is mainly about the free and covenanted 
social practice of love. Its ancient stories set them on the road to a revolutionary type of religious community and  
politics. Refusing to embrace any creed, their members entered simply and beautifully phrased covenants to “walk 
together” in the divine spirit of love, as best they could see to do. Their church practice in time led to today’s         
Unitarian Universalist religious communities, in which individuals may differ in a variety of ways and yet continue to 
walk together freely in the spirit of love. 

Our Congregationalist Heritage                  Alice Blair Wesley/UUWorld.org  

This article was adapted on the UUworld.org website with permission from the introduction to The Cambridge Platform: Contemporary Reader’s Edition, 
ed. by Peter Hughes (Skinner House, 2008). See the UUworld.org website for links to related resources. Reprinted from http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/
articles/108175.shtml; Summer 2008 5.15.08 
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Readers Forum - “John Adams” 

The weekly Readers Forum read and discuss books selected by the group from a variety of 
genre. We are taking a summer break and will resume on September 10 to discuss John Adams 
by David McCullough. This book is available in the Pinellas Public Library System. In this 
powerful, epic biography, David McCullough unfolds the adventurous life journey of John    
Adams, the brilliant, often irascible, always honest Yankee patriot who spared nothing in his 
zeal for the American Revolution.  

 
Catherine & John Conover lead the group that meets on Fridays from 10 am to11:30 am, starting on September 
10th, in the Chorale Room of the UUC Octagon. There is a $5 fee, however, no registration is required to      
attend. Join us for coffee and a lively book discussion or just come along to be part of the Readers Forum!  

Women’s Night Out 
 
A monthly event to allow UUC women and friends 
to socialize and get to know each other better, have a 
good meal, and try different restaurants. Generally 
we have a northern county location one month and a 
southern county location the next month. Women’s 
Night Out this month will be at Alfano’s Italian  

Restaurant, 1702 Clearwater-Largo 
Road in Clearwater on September 9th 
at 7 pm. Please phone Carol Heichel by 
September 7th to make your             
reservation. Carol’s phone number is 
727-535-1250. Please let her know if 
you need transportation. 

Events in September 

B.E.E.R. Men’s Group 
 
Be with other Brothers Engaged in Esoteric Repartee 
twice a month, building community and talking about 
subjects of mutual interest. All men of the              
congregation are invited. See you at our next         
gatherings on September 2nd at The Whistle Stop in 
Safety Harbor and September 30th at O’Keefe’s    
Restaurant in Clearwater. Contact Craig 
Alldredge at (727) 742-0260 for more  
information. Close analysis will detect a 
pattern here: early in the month up here, 
second meeting in the month down there. 
This may change: as a group we are     
neither well organized nor consistent. 

 

Though unknown to many of us, Jeanne Carney is a vital and very active contributor 
to the music program of UUC.  As a choir member she participates with a joyful voice 
and an even more joyful smile and personality. However it is for her ‘behind the 
scenes’ activities that David Katz, the music director, sings her praises.    

Jeanne was instrumental in creating an electronic catalogue – establishing the data 
base and entering the data needed - to allow David to easily learn the music available 
for the choir’s use.  Her next project was to create musical motif reversible stoles for 
the children’s choir, which she completed in time for the Christmas season 
2009.    This summer Jeanne has been creating more stoles, this time for the adult 
choir.  The reversible white damask/purple satin stoles, with fringe and an embossed 
flaming chalice, will be worn at the Ingathering Service on September 19th.   

In honor of her great ‘behind the scenes’ contributions to the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater, the Board 
of Trustees selects Jeanne Carney to be the recipient of the “Above and Beyond Award” for September 2010.  

Above and Beyond Award                                                        Sue Boone  
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The Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalists 
Of Clearwater and the Octagon Arts Center 

 
2470 Nursery Road Phone: (727) 531-7704 
Clearwater, FL  FAX:   (727) 531-4188 
33764   mail@uuclearwater.org 
 
Senior Minister  Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
           (727) 723-7252 
Intern Minister  Rev. Nick Ozuna 
President          Terrence Stapleton 
RE Coordinator         Christine Pensa 
Office Administrator Karen Roeder 
Bookkeeper  Karen Roeder  
Music Director  Dr. David Katz 
Pianist   Linda Jones 
Facilities Manager Janine Tompkins 
Octagram Editor Johanna Moseley 

DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A 
QUESTION RELATING TO  THE  

MINISTER OR MINISTRY? 
If so, please contact one of the Members of 
the Congregational Committee on Ministry: 

         Jenn Bouchie    470-9422 
 Sue Boone    531-5236  
 Jackie Brown          772-6764 
 Pat McGiverin    771-1529 
 Lucille Odeneal     743-1304 
      

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to 
Octagram@uuclearwater.org.  Deadline for each 
month’s issue is midnight of the third Sunday of the 
month prior to the month of issue.   

Sunday Worship Service  
information is on centerfold. 

 

Visit:  www.uuclearwater.org 


