UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS
OF CLEARWATER

Our Focus: Mission, Ministry and Growth

We minister to each other through service, educatim artistic, and spiritual nourishment
and the strengthening of our relationships.
In our local and world communities, we promote ourvision, live our UU principles,
inspire peaceful activism, and invite fellow seekerto join our quest.

UUC Mission Statement

Dear UUC Members and Friends,

“I don't want to achieve immortality through my ot want to achieve it through not
dying.” (Woody Allen)

Not dying is my preferred method of achieving imtmabty. However, as my hair grays

Terrence Stapleton

and walking pace slows, | am pondering whether mmortality objective may require |,side this issue:

an alternative strategy.

Many of us have been blessed to enjoy a surplugeatfth, large and small. This letter
is to urge you, as you are able, to include thdddiain Universalists of Clearwater and
the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater Churcbuidation in your estate plan. Our
national UU Association of Congregations offersqueams that may meet your needs
(please go to www.uua.or@r you can contact Randy Cooper, a member ofi€ -
Planned Giving Committee. Gifts to the Unitarianikémsalists of Clearwater may be  #
directed to support the general good of the comtyuar assigned for specific &1” 0/‘.’%
programs such as Children’s Religious Educationsikluand Social Justice. Your gift !
will be used as you direct in your estate plan. Bmmer, it is always advisable to 07 %
discuss your estate plan with a professional firdn@dvisor before finalizing it. &

|
The Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater Churctufi@ation is an independent tax = ;o &
deductible 501-c3 organization dedicated to thepstipof the UUC. Gifts to the
Foundation are invested in highly rated stock anddbfunds that generate interest
income. Currently, 4.25% of the Foundation’s asse¢sgiven to the UUC annually;
the principal remains invested to support futureGJjutograms.

Continued on Page 3
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Random Reflections Rev. Abhi Janamanchi

“Building the Beloved Commuriitis our worship and lifespan learning program year
focus for 2010-11. This year we will reflect, calesi, and act upon nine religious and
spiritual themes through worship, covenant groupmnthly discussions, religious
education, newsletter articles, a reading list forther reading on the theme and
more. The resources are provided so that memlaerslecide at what level and depth
they want to engage a particular theme. The chamffierings each month are by no
means limited to the themes. However, these tqmicgide an axis around which many
elements of congregational life gain more meanmd) @epth. They provide us with a set
of common stories and ideas that become elemeriis ofigoing community conversation.

September's themes aviission & Ministry .

Mission is a sense of congregational calling, the 'burringl’ that continues to create and sustain the
congregation. Mission answers the questions, "Whwd exist?" and "Who do we exist for?" The visain
the congregation is our picture of that missionitas translated out of our minds and into the \dar
concrete, substantial ways. Sixty years ago, tresion of establishing a Unitarian Universalist pres in
Clearwater led to the vision of owning our own laemtd building the Octagon. The vision of serving th
liberal religious needs of a broad range of age®imellas county was translated into the missiora of
growing religious education program for our childr@nd youth. The mission of serving the needy in ou
community and abroad led to the creation of a gtieomd vibrant social justice ministry in our corgggon.

Mission and Vision lead tMinistry . Ministry is "all that we do together.” In other words, our miryiséra
shared ministry. Sharing the ministry means thateiad of doing church work, we will do the worktbé
church. Not merely a semantic distinction, it he tdifference between work as obligation and wak a
passion. Shared Ministry emphasizes the truthileatll have been blessed with unique and valuailfte g
meant to be discovered, developed, and used orif lnélwdhers. It means that both clergy and coggtion
make a healing, holy enterprise out of the chuitimeans we co-create the beloved community. 8gdhe
ministry means we empower ourselves to do the wbdur own healing. It means we engage intellditua
and spiritually with our tradition and with its mawient through time and culture. It means we useniyt
our reason, but all our intelligence and our corsjmes to join with others in living lives of joy,ope, and
service.

The Rev. Larry Peers sums up developing one's s¥msession, vision, and ministry as follows:

"The task before us is to foster and develop anistering congregation™: a congregation that has
a communal sense of call, knows the community th& aiming to serve, mobilizes its resources
and programs to respond to the diverse ministegla®f its gathered congregation and surrounding
community, and provides a formation process tagadts membership in this shared ministry."

As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of our belawddgious community and the 50th anniversary @& th
Unitarian Universalist Association this year, ey light shine. Let your hope grow. Cast yowedand
your lot with those "who age after age, perverseith no extraordinary power, reconstitute the wotl

In faith, Abhi Janamanchi



Celebrating the Cultural Buffet Dr. David Katz

School begins in just a few days. Adult choral&JetClearwater is to begin shortly=
after that and pretty soon, | will get to work witke cherub voices of our children’{&&
choir. As | reflect on this, | think of all thefterent people | come into contact wit
in my line of work and the wonderful convergencel ativergence of ideas ang
culture which is a part of that.

By celebrating culture, Unitarian Universalistsetehte their seventh held principle
of respecting the interdependent web of all exitelior which we are a part. As we worshipfully kexp the
many aspects of our beloved community in 2010-201y,goal is to musically impart how a wonderfully
diverse culture helps to foster a respect fortldreby strengthening one’s immediate communityelsas the
world community beyond.

During your worship experience this year, you \kilar music which focuses on different styles anibgds
which highlight not only European and American owgs, but African, Latino and other non-Western
cultures. We will be singing texts which use vagdanguages in order to show how many culturesbcate
and highlight topics such as God, hope, and a s&fifserpose which is greater than the individwd. sl hope
that in celebrating this wide array of diversitguymight discover a new appreciation for a kindmfsic and
worship that you may have not considered before.

As part of that celebration, | believe our childre@ed to be an integral part. As future stakehslde the
world at large, they will inherit a world which mmore culturally dynamic and diverse than we couldne
imagine. Our children’s choir , which is a non-dilathed group open to all children in grades K-8 egin
rehearsing in the choir room on Sunday, Septem@ttr, from 9:45 am -10:15 am. Children’s choir israque
opportunity for your child to not only enhance tisrshipful spirit, but also to enhance her mussggitit and
social spirit. It is a joyful time for the childieand to highlight that joy, we will be focusing preparing music
for Halloween, which we will celebrate and shareimyiworship on Sunday, October®3at 10:30 am. | hope
you and your child(ren) will consider joining chigh’s choir. As a full-time K-5 elementary museacher,
this is truly my passion in life. If you have agyestions regarding the program, please feel &reerhail me
at katzmusicstudio@aol.com

| look forward to seeing adults and children alikeake wonderful music as we celebrate our beloved
community in 2010-2011.

Blessed Be and Shalom, Dr. David Katz

Continued from Page 1

This year we will celebrate 60 years of serving tieeds of our members and the world community. By
including the UUC and the Foundation in your estd#s, the work towards a just and moral society e
passed to future generations. Therefore, just $e ¢that “immortality” thing does not work out, inding the
UUC and Foundation in your estate plans may be peat alternative.

“I am not afraid of death; | just don't want tothere when it happens” (Woody Allen).

Terry Stapleton

Our Focus: Mission, Ministry, Growth



Social Justice Council

Calling All UU’s — Save This Important Date!

The Social Justice Council is extremely excitethtote all UU’s and friends to &ocial Justice Empower-
ment Workshop on October 23, 2010to be held at UUC and presented by UUA trainedifators. The
facilitators have been chosen by Florida UU forirtHeadership skills and knowledge of social justic
issues. They have been through an intensive gixrdeing program with staff members of the UUA.

The basic purpose of this social justice empowetmearkshop is for UUC congregational members to
assess the quality of our social justice progrdims an opportunity for us to consider what we doéng as
an institution to create a more just and caringldvoDuring the workshop we will reflect upon whae¢ can

do as a religious community to put our faith intagiice.

We have scheduled a one day workshop that wilt sita® am and end at 5 pm on Saturday, October 23,
2010. The session will begin with introductions. Wal then establish our goals for this programheT
participants will meet in small groups to discudsatvwe like about our current social justice progrand
what we would like to see improved. In the secoad pf the workshop we will consider four or fiveucial
issues which, if properly addressed, will lead tn@e effective social justice program. The féaibrs use a
variety of methods to help people discuss theseegss At the end of this session, we will develggaa for
implementing the recommendations that come outiefgrocess. Sometimes a group priority settingase

iIs used when congregations want to learn more atbenocratic methods for choosing issues to forrk tas
groups. This exercise takes about two hours. Wehawve an opportunity to develop an action plaerabur
priority issues are chosen. This takes approximatel hour and a half. The program closes with an
evaluation of the workshop and a brief worship merv

The following are examples of possible issues @gation may address during the workshop:

Inspire a congregation with a vision of their pdi@into be a social justice community.

Develop a deeper understanding about the basicealsnof an effective social justice program. Of
special concern is the ways that people can deywlograms of service, education, witnessing, adwypca
and community organizing.

Clarify the roles and objectives of the congregatithhe board of trustees, the social justice cobemjt
and task groups in providing leadership for thaalquastice program.

Provide methods for how to integrate the socialigasprogram into the larger life of the congregati
including worship, religious education, and adutigramming.

Help the members of the congregation strategize they will increase the number of people involved i
the social justice program.

Consider different ways of raising money to suppatial justice programs. Acquaint people aboat th
Unitarian Universalist Fund for Social Responsipili

Provide information about the resources of thayHive social change organizations which are iaiféd
with the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA).

Each participant in the workshop gets a copy ofrttamual that they can keep as a resource. Duhiag t
workshop we will work with different sections ofethmanual. We need everyone’s input in order to tsave
successful workshop. Please plan on attending.



Summer Minister’s Notes Rev. Nick Ozuna

This last month | just turned 29. Upon reflectianlot has happened this last year, a
year in which | had predicted great things sincédblbod. | don’'t know what it was
about 28, but | always foresaw that as the maggal where big things happen. |
wasn't let down one iota. It proved to be the ydmat started my career and the year
that | became engaged. It was also the year thatved to Florida and started up a new
center with my Buddhist organization, Rissho Kdssi- Needless to say, it has been a
busy year!

With the fall season just around the corner androby as summer minister coming to
an end, on my 29birthday, it seemed like a period of transitioFhe glaring feature was that this would be
my last year of my 20s, and being on the cusp,uldzot help but feel older. Along with being older
though, is the awareness of the experiences I'delit make me feel a little wiser than beforastéad of
feeling bad about getting older, | began to séetite light of progress; each year experiencinglaarning
more and thereby grasping a firmer awareness of/tiizl.

When | was in seminary in Japan, | was taught ttitaevof calling my parents on my birthday and tkiag
them for the life I've received. This is a thotighat is counter-intuitive to most Americans, as w
somehow feel it is OUR day to be celebrated, whemality, it is due to the blessing of our parehtt we
are born in this world. There is no way to reffag debt of gratitude to our parents for havingegibirth
to us, much less for all the support we've receitredughout our lives from our parents, but thestiddeel

| can do is to thank them as often as | can.

In Buddhism, as well as Unitarian Universalism,unelerstand that all life is interconnected. We'shhe
same life and support one another. As | become rand more aware of the interdependent natureyof m
existence, | feel not only grateful but responsiblemy role to reach out and help others. The pastoral
associates program has provided a great opporttoiye of service to the members of this congregati
and | am committed to support the pastoral assex@ this very important mission. The PA’s thevese
are just as committed to this role of service,f¢ha need presents itself, please do not hesidadeek them
out. They will be grateful you did.

Split The Plate Marlene Calderone

On August 8 we collected a total of $ 227.50 fédvomen on the Way a program of St.
Pete College’s Clearwater campus. WOW gives sc$tulas, peer support, and advising
to women who might otherwise not be able to attewitbge. Their mission is to provide
services that enhance and empower these women esontlay achieve academic,
professional, and personal success. Our Septenelogrient is the Pinellas Support
Committee of the National Farm Workers Ministryhey are a faith based organization
that supports farm workers as they organize for@mgpment, justice, and equality. In
these shocking times of denial of justice for imraigs, thePinellas Support Committee of the National
Farm Workers Ministry needs our support more thesr.ePlease give generously.




Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am

September 5th: John Chase will play an eighteen-minute NationdllieuRadio interview of Daniel Okrent
about his book “Last Call: The Rise and Fall ofti#bdion,” a social history of an almost forgotteme. Terry
Gross conducted the interview.

September 12th: Sandy Gourdine, president of Friendship force, wikksent a program about Friendship
Force, discuss the group’s future projects and ngplort on a South African school that has receamputers
from UUC.

September 19h:Bill Dishongh, UUC’s Man on the Ground in Arizonaill give us an update of his recent
social justice activism, including his time in adehix jail as a cellmate of Rev. Peter Moralessigient of
UUA. Bill is a UUC member who steps farther outhas comfort zone than most of us.

September 26th:Mark Brandt and Jeff Ford will debatis the God of the Bible True?” Mark is a long time
UUC member and skeptic. Jeff is a member of CalBapgtist Church and is currently writing a booktloé
100 most misunderstood Bible verses. Both men alilb debate this topic at the Calvary Baptist Cinsrc
men’s group in September and other places, uparestq

Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am

Sept. 5 Ambitious Aspirations, Perilous Promises R&laomi King

What is Unitarian Universalism's purpose in theld®is it larger than the world of religious jokasd spiritual
redoubts? Why does our message matter? Join duyr rissiness of a religion of relevancerev. King lives
Unitarian Universalism’s embrace of wonderment amgstery and humanity’s call to restore and nougsh
world. She also knits, writes, and gardens in séidiida with her partner, Thandeka, and their dbg, Good
Shepherd. You can follow Naomi’'s memistry through a variety of blogs, including Fhoek and
Twitter. Music - Linda Jones & Cathy Costa

Sept. 12 Who Owns A Congregation? Rev. Abhi Janamanchi

Rev. Dan Hotchkiss, UU minister and congregatiarmaisultant, answers, "The owner of a congregasoitsi
mission. A congregation exists to serve its misSioAs we begin a new year together, we will refflen our
congregational mission and how we go about futiglit. Music - UUC Chorale

Sept. 19 Building the Beloved Community eR Abhi Janamanchi

What are the demands of the age on the liberalstiy® Reflections on our shared ministry and nbémisg to a
broken world. Please remember to bring a smaltaioer of water from your summer travels or youclken
sink for our annual water communion rituslusic - UUC Chorale

Sept. 26 Is Forgiveness Possible? Rev. Abhi Janamanchi

The ten Days of Awe, beginning with Rosh Hashamahailminating on Yom Kippur, are both a celebnatid
the New Year and a striving to repent and atonerfisdeeds committed during the past year. Imakmoaving
that the focus of ten whole days of your life wasskamine your conscience. Would you know how tatdo
What would you look for? The service will expldiee wisdom of forgiveness and beginning agdifusic -

UUC Chorale 5



September 2010

11 amPeaceful Birth

10 amBook Sale

7 pmZen

1 pm Art Class

Project Meeting (W) | Committee (C) Meditation (L) (W)
7 pm Property Comm, 11 amBranches 8 pmAA (P)
Meeting (P) Co-Op (CL)
7 pm Chorale Practice 1 pmHospice (P)
© 7 pm Lotus Sutra
Study (L)
7 pmRent Party for
Tom Foley (S)
9:30 amOpen Issues (P)| Labor Day 12 pmLoving Kind- |10 amStaff Meeting |9 amRemove & Hang 10 amReaders |8 amFall Work
10:30 amWorship (O) UUC isclosed.|hess Meditation (L) is| 11 amPeaceful Birth | New Art (O) Forum (C) Party - Please
4 pmRissho Kosei-kai (P| The following cancelled Project Meeting (W) |10 amBook Sale 7 pmZen join us, all are
Ay 7 pm Social Bridge (P] 5:30 pmFinance Committee (C) Meditation (L) welcomed!
activities are .
CANCELLED: Comm. Meeting (W) |11 amBranches 8 pmAA (P)
9:30 amDublicat 7 pmExec. Comm. | Co-Op (CL)
: plicate . ;
Bridge (P) Meeting (W) _ 1 pmHospice (P)
7:30 pmAA (P) 7 pm Chorale Practice 7 pm Lotus Sutra
’ © Study (L)
7 pmWomen'’s Night
Out (Off site)
9:30 amOpen Issues (P) | 9:30 amDuplicate | 11 amMembership | 10 amStaff Meeting | 10 amBook Sale 10 amReaders |9 amWorship
10:30 amWorship (O) Bridge (P) Committee (W) 11 amPeaceful Birth | Committee (C) Forum (C) associates Meetin
12:30 pmYA Median 7 pm Covenant 12 pmLoving Kind- | Project Meeting (W) |11 amBranches 7 pmZen P)

Covenant Group (W)

1 pmUU101 (C)

2 pmArt Reception (O)
4 pmRissho Kosei-kai (P

Groups’ Facilita-
tors Meeting (L)
7:30 pmAA (P)

ness Meditation (L)

6 pm Power Stories
rehearsal (O)

7 pm Social Bridge (P
7:30 pmConversation
with Abhi (C)

7 pm UUC Board
Meeting (P)
7 pm Chorale Practice

©

Co-Op (CL)

1 pmHospice (P)

2 pm Private Event (L
7 pmLotus Sutra
Study (L)

Meditation (L)

11 amCenter for
Inquiry—Private
Event (S)

1 pm Art Class
(W)

8 pmAA (P)

9:30 amOpen Issues (P)
9:45 amChildren’s Choir
Practice (C)

10:30 amWorship (O)
12:30 pmMinister's Chat
L

12:30 pmMusic Commit-
tee (C)

4 pmRissho Kosei-kai (P

9:30 amDuplicate
Bridge (P)
7:30 pmAA (P)

12 pmLoving Kind-
ness Meditation (L)
1 pm Covenant Group
Meeting (L)

6 pmPower Stories
Rehearsal (O)

7 pm Social Bridge (P

11 amPeaceful Birth
Project Meeting (W)
7 pm Chorale Practice

©

10 amBook Sale
Committee (C)

11 amBranches
Co-Op (CL)

1 pmHospice (P)
7 pmLotus Sutra
Study (L)

7:30 pmRudolf
Steiner Class (P)

10 amReaders
Forum (C)

6 pm Power Sto-
ries Rehearsal (C
7 pmZen
Meditation (L)

10 amPrivate
Event (P)

1 pm Power
Stories Set-Up (O
7 pmPower Sto-
ries SheVolution
Performance (O)
8 pmAA (P)

9:30 amOpen Issues (P)
9:45 amChildren’s Choir
Practice (C)

10:30 amWorship (O)
12 pm Comm. Fair (S)
12:30 pmMin. Chat (L)
12:30 pmOpen Cove.(W
12:30 pmPsi Symp. (P)
12:30 pmUUC Players’
Rehearsal (O)

4 pmRissho Kosei-kai (P

9:30 amDuplicate
Bridge (P)

7:30 pmAA (P)
7:30 pmVagina
Monologues at the
American Stage
Theatre

12 pmLoving Kind-
ness Meditation (L)

1 pm Conversation
with Abhi (C)

7pm Committee on
Ministry

7 pm Social Bridge (P

11 amPeaceful Birth
Project Meeting (W)
7 pm Chorale Practice

©

10 amBook Sale
Committee (C)
11 amBranches
Co-Op (CL)

7 pm Lotus Sutra
Study (L)

7 pm Pathways to
Membership (P)




Religious Education News Christine Pensa, RE Coordinator

Hello Friends,

As | begin to get ready for another fun-filled yedreligious education for our childre
and youth, | can't help to think about soup. Soup/hy soup? After all it's hot and
humid and it's Florida! The last thing anyone wbtihink about is soup right? No
necessarily.

Let’s start with a big pot (our buildings) and aslome water (our staff). Then what? Well, thatsta
you. Each person in our congregation representisgredient in our soup. Alone, they can be boramgl
bland or sharp and pungent. But combine them bagetith some tomatoes (sauciness), hot saucditiita
and potatoes (stability) and things start to gtdrasting. Let's add some garlic (health) and lblaepper to
give our soup a little kick. Baby carrots (childyeadd color and fun. Throw in some more vegetable
(people) like cabbage, zucchini, squash and cddon’t forget the salt (life) because without it,racgoup
would lack flavor and appeal.

So, now our soup is simmering and smells so gddat now what? How can we enjoy this wonderful pbt
soup? Soup is served at 10:30am every Sundayng Bour bowl and spoon (heart and hands) and an op
mind for trying something new. Offer to serve soaphe children and youth (volunteer) let thenvegrou as
well. Break bread together and smile. Savor tbenent and enjoy.

As we grow we add new ingredients and adjust tieespo please. We are open to new recipes alubmue
cooks of all ages. Please join us. Our religiouscaton program begins on September 19th. Retjsires
required to ensure the safety and wellbeing of yawex (including Youth) in the religious education
program. Registration forms are available on oelbsite and at the RE table in the Social Hall.

The Religious Education Committee meets the fitsir§day of the month in the Children’s Library fram
pm until 9 pm. Our meetings are open to the cayagren and we encourage people to attend.

If you would like to know more about the religioeducation program of UUC, join our UUCRE yahoo
group.UUCRE-subscribe @yahoogroups.contontact Christine Pensa at. ChristineP @att.net

| hope to see you on Sunday with a smile! Thank.Yo

Art News Charlene Carnes
4 The "Lasting Memories" art show opens with a reicgpon Sunday, September 12th,
; ' from 2 pm until 4pm. It is your opportunity to metst artist, Patty Fitts. Her landscapes
My are very colorful and include many flowers. Heidiood in Michigan and adult life in
r E Alabama, Georgia and Florida provided inspiration lier paintings. Patty studied
under our own Melissa Miller Nece and Roger Bangseme

o
oy 4 Many of you have asked us to have receptions od&umstead of Friday night. There

are several meetings that day so we especiallyeirtkiose of you who are attending to
come to our reception either before or after yoaetimg.

8



Annual Program Information Fair Roberta C. Watson

After the service on Sunday, September 26th, pletge by the tables in the Social Hall
discover the many and varied ways you can partieipa UUC congregational life. UU(Q
program and committee chairs will host tables wiyexe can find out about each activity, a
how to join in and become involved. Activities limde everything from A to Z (well, Art to
Worship anyway). While nibbling on delicious goesli browse to see what happens at U
and who gets it done. Then, if you would like @mnjin the fun, you can sign up to partic
pate in whichever activities interest you. For enmformation about the Fair, contact Bobbl
Watson, President Elect, or Susan Hegner.

Building Our Beloved Community’s Future Scott Milinder

Volunteer to help nurture the children and youthour Religious Education Program! There's a plage f
everyone and their time and talents as we credli@uashing RE experience that embodies the essehaar
UUC ministry, shapes young lives, and shines orfuhee of our congregation. There are opportusitieailable
with ALL age groups and an urgent need for Middtel &ligh School youth advisors. They have differeime
commitments, required skills and talents, and caneither teaching or non-teaching — some examples a
Teacher/Youth Advisor, Teacher’'s Assistant, Spdeiant Helpers, and Playground Peacekeepers.

We have amazingly committed, experienced teachmispeofessional staff, so you will be fully suppaitas a
volunteer. The RE program utilizes an establishedaulum and tasks are shared among team membeese is
a flexible structure with a supportive staff whaefally place volunteers in positions based upairttalents and
time. Please contact Christine Pensa at ChristirePi@t or call 727-442-3028 for more informatidfou can
also phone me at 727-421-2818. Thanks.

Water Communion Ritual - September 19th Rev. Abhi
At our Ingathering Services this September 19th, wie continue the tradition of a wat 2
communion. To prepare for this ceremony, | inviieleof you to bring water collected from yc

summer travels that is a source of meaning to ybis source could be a spring hidden dee =

the woods, a mountain lake, a muddy stream, a figwiver, a mighty ocean, or the tap in y:
own kitchen. More important than the where is theywWhy is the source of this water
important to you? What core values in your life sldeepresent? What story does it tell?

Please bring a smationtainer (tightly sealed, please!) of this watéth you to our Ingathering Service. During
the service, you will be invited to pour your waileio a common vessel. This water communion syrabslhow,

in our congregation, many disparate journeys blegeéther in shared community and purpose. Sinae then't
be time during the service for each of us to retdlm full story of the meaning of our waters, Vite you to bring
with you a short note of about ten to twelve wodéscribing the origin and significance of your waté you
prefer, please feel free to email the note to @hiiclearwater.orby September 15th. During the service, we will
read aloud from these notes to convey the spidtdiversity of the water offerings. We will bledsese waters
and later offer them as nourishment for the trbashes, and flowers on our church grounds.

I hope this tradition will be another reminder betsacredness of our individual stories and theepa our
dwelling together in religious community.
9



2010-2011 Program Focus for UUC

“Building the Beloved Community” is our worship and lifespan learning program yesu$ for 2010-
2011. This year we will reflect, consider, and @gbn nine religious and spiritual themes. Each thelrays
a part in the development of a well-grounded religi and spiritual life. They provide us with a sét
common stories and ideas that become elementsaigwing community conversation.

September:Mission and Ministry
October: God
November: Gratitude
December:Hope
January:Justice
February: Unitarian Universalism
March: Faith
April: Salvation/Resurrection
May: Growth

MONTHLY THEME RESOURCES: MISSION & MINISTRY

The following resources are provided so that memloan decide at what level and depth they want to
engage a particular theme. They are intendeddtoisato develop a set of common stories and idesds t
become part of an ongoing community conversati@ey. Abhi will facilitate acommunity dialogue on

the monthly theme ofue., Sept. 14 at 7 PMandTue., Sept. 28 at 1 PMn the chorale room located in
the Octagon.

Books:

Mike Durall, The Almost Church & The Almost Church Revitalized

Dan HotchkissGovernance & Ministry

Jon Kotter,The Iceberg is Melting & A Sense of Urgency

William M. Easum Sacred Cows Make Gourmet Burgers

Alice Mann,The In-Between Church: Navigating Size Transitioms Churches
Rick Warren The Purpose Driven Church

Movies:

Any Given Sundaygtarring Al Pacino

The Rosa Parks Stargtarring Angela Bassett

Remember The Titanstarring Denzel Washington

Mother Teresa: In the Name of God's Pastarring Helena Carroll, Geraldine Chaplin, et al
The Expressstarring Dennis Quaid, Rob Brown, et al.

Websites:

www.ouricebergismelting.com

10



Educational Membership Sessions Bill Snell

Summer will soon be over and our church activitigé begin a new church year of
rewarding opportunities. | want to inform all reteisitors and returning visitors to
UUC of our educational programs leading to membprshThese programs are
interesting, fun to participate in, and a greatapmity to meet others interested i
membership. You can get to know our minister, nogle¢r members, and learn abot
the rich history of Unitarian Universalism. Speakiof history, did you know UUC
will be celebrating ou60" anniversary in 2011?

The schedules for these sessions are listed beddong with a brief course
description. Sign up sheets for the first UU 1@dss will be on the Welcoming
Desk and Visitor's table in the Social Hall eacm&ay until Sept. 12

UU 101: Introduction to Unitarian Universalism - Second Sunday of the month unless otherwise ndte
at 1 PM in the Chorale Room.

A one and a half-hour seminar that introduces |getapUnitarian Universalism, UU principles andrposes,
sources of religious and spiritual inspiration, &iHd theology. A free pizza lunch will be served.

Session Leader — Abhi Janamanchi.
Dates: Sept. 12, Oct. 10, Nov. 14, Jan. 9, FebMarch 13, April 10, May 1

Pathways to Membership- 3 sessions on Thursday evenings, 7 PM in the RaRoom.

The program provides an overview of the meaningembership in a UU congregation.

Session 1Getting to know U - provides an opportunity farficipants to reflect on their individual religi®u
journeys;Session 2Getting to know UU - brief history of Unitariamis Universalism, and Unitarian Univers-
alism; Session 3Getting to know UUC - history of UUC, key prograrand ministries at UUC (RE, pastoral
care, social justice, covenant groups, worshiprdyagiewardship, and the meaning of membershige.Fr

Session Leaders include Abhi Janamanchi, various Ul leaders, and members of the Membership
Committee.

Dates: Sept. 30; Oct. 7, 14Nov. 4, 11, 18Jan. 13, 20, 27Feb. 24;
March 3, March 10;April 22, 29, May 5

New Member Recognition- during the Sunday service

Dates: Oct. 24, Dec. 12, Jan. 30, March 20, May 22

If you have any questions about these programs@lsee me at UUC, email me at wescon@tampabaynrr.co
or call me at 727-596-7123. Or speak to any membd¢he Membership Committee; Sage Chaney, Diane
Fraser, Faye Paris, Ann Scott and Denise Seeber.
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Monthly Theme & Books
Pat St. Clair

The Maxwell Library will have a copy of each of
Mike Durall's books,The Almost Churchand The
Almost Church Revitalizedand William Easum's
Sacred Cows Make Gourmet Burgerdon Kotter's
books and Rick Warren'She Purpose Driven
Church are available in the Pinellas County
Library System.

The SUUSI That Was

The excitement builds as we begin to assemble emetsent UUC at
the grand Ingathering ceremony — the second laggkering of UUs

in the world.

Just ask Brian and Wendy CoughlifSUUSI is amazing!
reconnected with our SUUSI family after being avey and four
years, respectively. Brian and | were on staff &ad one of the best
vacations ever. Only in UU can you spend time wuaykivith 12-13

Paul Langrock

Covenant Group Updates
Tiffany Boggs

Covenant Groups are UUC's form of small group
ministry. Each month, a covenant group meets to
discuss a specific topic related to life as a UAJ.
covenant is a sacred promise and each group
member promises to make a commitment of time
and spirit to attend each monthly meeting
faithfully.

New covenant groups are forming and several
groups have openings for new members. You can
find more detailed covenant group information on
the UUC website, as well as a form to fill out if
you want to join a group: http://uuclearwater.org/
content/CovenantGroups.htm If you were unable
to get into a group last church year, because of
space or schedule limitations, but are still
interested, please fill out a new form. All forms
can be copied and pasted into an email and
emailed to puggirl417@gmail.com or printed and
put in the Covenant Group Box outside the UUC
office. ~ For more information, please contact
Tiffany Boggs at puggirl417@gmail.com.

We

year-olds and 104 teens, and it be considered ati@t You have to

try it - you'll like it.”

You'll like it, too! Plan now for the most incredéoUU experience of your life!

SUUSI 2011, July 17 - 23third week of JulyLearn more at www.suusi.arg
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Our Congregationalist Heritage Alice Blair Wesley/UUWorld.org

Dozens of the oldest member congregations of outatimn Universalist Association were founded bg ®ilgrim
and Puritan settlers of colonial New England. Althb we long ago rejected several doctrines dedhdm, we
American Unitarian Universalists steadfastly keeprecious part of our Puritan inheritance: theiorfgregational

polity.”

The Pilgrims in 1620 and the 20,000 or so Purit@hs came here in the Great Migration of the 1638sevprimarily
concerned with a theology of organization: how ches ought to be organized, who in these churdhasld have
authority, and why. They invented, or rather reimteel, what we call congregational polity, that dioet of the
church that insists that each congregation is tgdverned by its own members.

Puritans had tried for decades to reform the Chafdingland. Persecuted and punished by bishopsdloing what
we would call study groups and conferences, theanwally concluded that something had gone terrdvyy in

church history. They studied carefully the “rectwmabks” of the church, the Old and New TestamentthefBible.

From these they learned that, from the days offSanal Abraham, the spirit of love has always béerf'substance”
of a church.

In 1646 reformers in England published the Westtein€onfession. New Englanders disagreed withrigsgription
of a presbyterial model of governance. The New &mgichurches convened a synod in Cambridge, Masseits,
resulting in the Cambridge Platform of 1648, whiekplained and justified how congregational churches
constituted and work. The UUA’s Skinner House Bob&s just published a new edition of this importaatk.

According to the Platform, the proper “form” of &uwch follows from “the second commandment,” asudes
expressed it: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as éffygMatt. 22:39). To join a church is to entecavenant to walk
with other members in the spirit of neighborly lovde goal of everything gathered members do iffitadion,” or
mutual learning and teaching concerning the mamyamplex ways of love. Members of a congregatiod teir
elected officers are a complete church; they neetligher authorities in church affairs. Reasoniogether in the
spirit of love, they can discern whither love leads

For our founders, the autonomy of each congregatidnnot imply either self-sufficiency or isolatidrom other
congregations. They were to be a community of ieddpnt churches, giving and taking counsel andirglpach
other in other ways.

Our founders surely didn’'t get everything right amgationally. Early congregationalists thoughtperfectly

reasonable that magistrates, as they had in Engidradild coerce all landowning citizens to pay plaeish tax, a
practice their Unitarian heirs fought to maintamboi the 1830s. They also assumed that tiered l@fgisivilege and

authority were natural and that acquired statusilshbe respected in perpetuity. Ministers and ekbday leaders,
unless they did something awful, tended to stayffice for decades. Sadly, this long-held pattewchto complacency
and resistance to change among nineteenth-centutgridns in matters affecting growth.

Thank goodness, even so, for our Puritan heritBgeheir lights, the Bible is mainly about the fraed covenanted
social practice of love. Its ancient stories sefthon the road to a revolutionary type of religi@asnmunity and
politics. Refusing to embrace any creed, their mensilentered simply and beautifully phrased covenemt'walk
together” in the divine spirit of love, as bestytheould see to do. Their church practice in timeé te today’s
Unitarian Universalist religious communities, iniatnindividuals may differ in a variety of ways awet continue to
walk together freely in the spirit of love.

This article was adapted on the UUworld.org website permission from the introduction The Cambridge Platform: Contemporary Reader’s Editi,
ed by Peter Hughes (Skinner House, 2008). See theddldwrg website for links to related resourcespiiteed from http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/
articles/108175.shtml; Summer 2008 5.15.08
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Above and Beyond Award Sue Boone

Though unknown to many of us, Jeanne Carney isah amd very active contributor
to the music program of UUC. As a choir member sduicipates with a joyful voice
and an even more joyful smile and personality. Heewet is for her ‘behind the
scenes’ activities that David Katz, the music diwecsings her praises.

Jeanne was instrumental in creating an electroaial@gue — establishing the data
baseand entering the data needed - to allow David to gdsdrn the music available

for the choir's use. Her next project was to @eaausical motif reversible stoles for
the children’s choir, which she completed in timer fthe Christmas season
2009. This summer Jeanne has been creating stoles, this time for the adult

choir. The reversible white damask/purple satotest with fringe and an embossed
flaming chalice, will be worn at the Ingathering"8ee on September 19th.

In honor of her great ‘behind the scenes’ contrdng to the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwatbg Board
of Trustees selects Jeanne Carney to be the retigfi¢he “Above and Beyond Award” for Septembel @0

Events in September

Readers Forum - “John Adams”

The weekly Readers Forum read and discuss booksteél by the group from a variety of
genre. We are taking a summer break and will resom8eptember 10 to discusshn Adams
by David McCullough. This book is available in tRénellas Public Library System. In this
powerful, epic biography, David McCullough unfoltlse adventurous life journey of John
Adams, the brilliant, often irascible, always hdan¥ankee patriot who spared nothing in his
zeal for the American Revolution.

Catherine & John Conover lead the group that maetsridays from 10 am t011:30 am, starting on Septs

10th, in the Chorale Room of the UUC Octagon. Thisra $5 fee, however, no registration is requied
attend. Join us for coffee and a lively book disaws or just come along to be part of the Readerarf!

B.E.E.R. Men’s Group Women’s Night Out

Be with otherBrothersEngaged inEsotericRepartee A monthly event to allow UUC women and friends
twice a month, building community and talking aboutto socialize and get to know each other betterelzav
subjects of mutual interest. All men of thegood meal, and try different restaurants. Generally
congregation are invited. See you at our nextve have a northern county location one month and a
gatherings on September 2nd at The Whistle Stop southern county location the next month. Women'’s
Safety Harbor and September 30th at O’Keefe'™Night Out this month will be at Alfano’s Italian
Restaurant in Clearwater. Contact Craig Restaurant, 1702 Clearwater-Largo
Alldredge at (727) 742-0260 for more Road in Clearwater on September 9th
information. Close analysis will detect ¢ - at 7 pm. Please phone Carol Heichel by
pattern here: early in the month up he September 7th to make your
second meeting in the month down thel reservation. Carol's phone number is
This may change: as a group we are 727-535-1250. Please let her know if
neither well organized nor consistent. you need transportation.
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DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A
QUESTION RELATING TO THE
MINISTER OR MINISTRY?
If so, please contact one of the Members of
the Congregational Committee on Ministry:
Jenn Bouchie 470-9422

Sue Boone 531-5236
Jackie Brown 772-6764
Pat McGiverin  771-1529
Lucille Odeneal 743-1304

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email
Octagram@uuclearwater.org. Deadline for each
month’s issue is midnight of the third Sunday ef t
month prior to the month of issue.

to

Sunday Worship Service
information is on centerfold.

Visit: www.uuclearwater.org



