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Random Reflections  
 
There’s a parable in Kitchen Table Wis-
dom, a wonderful book of healing sto-
ries by Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen.  The 
parable was created by Dr. Roberto As-
sagioli, a noted early twentieth century 
Italian psychiatrist and founder of Psy-
chosynthesis, who relates the story of an 
interview of three stonecutters engaged 
in building a very large cathedral.  

When the first stonecutter is asked what he is doing, the man 
bitterly replies that he is cutting stones into blocks, a foot by a 
foot by three quarters of a foot.  With frustration, he describes a 
life in which he has done this over and over, and expects to con-
tinue to do so until he dies. 
 
The second stonecutter also says that he is cutting stones into 
blocks, a foot by a foot by three quarters of a foot, but he adds 
the important piece of knowledge that he is earning a living for 
his family; through his work his children will have clothes to 
keep them warm and food for them to grow strong, and that he 
and his wife will be able to maintain their home which they built 
with so much love. 
 
But it is the third man’s response that is as-
tounding. In an enthusiastic voice, he tells his 
interviewer how joyous and grateful he is to 
have the privilege of building a great cathe-
dral, so strong that it will stand as a holy bea-
con for a thousand years. 
 
Dr. Remen tells us that the parable is about the need for finding 
meaning and joy in our own lives.  She notes that all three men 
were engaged in the same repetitive physical task of cutting 
stones, stone after stone after stone,  much like the daily routines 
of our lives.  But their attitudes toward their work varied greatly.  
Finding sustaining meaning in familiar repetitive activities takes 
mindfulness.  And when we embody mindfulness in all we do, 
we are able to see and go beyond the work we do, however mun-
dane, routine, or ordinary the task may be, and feel a deeper 
sense of gratitude and even joy. 
 
For many of us, our attachment to this congregation is the same, 
day in, day out, year in, year out; whether we come through 
these doors once a week or once a year.  What I am proposing is 
that in the coming year we work at deepening our commitment 
and broadening our horizons.  If we simply come to UUC for 
worship, why not try to use it for learning.  If we only use it for 
social connection, come to services more often.  If we simply 
come here for personal growth, why not look around and make a 
new friend and lend a hand to help others. 
 
We are the builders of our faith.  While we may not be hauling 
rock or cutting stone, we have important work to do. Our atti-
tude towards that work — generosity of spirit and heartfelt ser-
vice — will define exactly what kind of a congregation we will 

build.  And that leads to me to a well known story from the Jew-
ish tradition. 

 
Once upon a time, there lived in the Jerusalem 
hills, two brothers who shared a field of crops 
they used to divide equally. One of the brothers 
was a bachelor, and the other a married man with 
many children. Once, during the harvest, each of 
them felt pity for the other. The bachelor was wor-
ried that his brother did not have enough to feed 
his household, while the older brother was con-
cerned about his brother's solitude. 
 
In the dark of the night each of them would carry 
grain to the other's house, and in the morning 
each would be astonished to discover that their 
own supplies had not diminished. This went on for 
several days and nights until the two finally met 
tearfully during one of their nocturnal errands. At 
that point God is said to have decreed that this 
was the place upon which to establish God's Holy 
Temple. 

 
The main purpose of the legend was to emphasize the values of 
peace, compassion, and brotherly love that are symbolized by 
the Temple in Jerusalem. And my purpose in sharing it with you 
is to take those same values and pour them into the foundation 
of our own temple of the spirit, UUC . 
 
As a part of a community of faith, we become something that is 
far greater and more powerful than the sum of our parts. As we 
join our efforts and our energies for the common good and in the 
service of  justice and peace, our energy is multiplied exponen-
tially. As we live with a new vision of ourselves as whole and 
complete human beings, with a place of honor and acceptance in 
our community, we come to realize that we have meaningful 
contributions to make. 
 
I am looking forward to this new year.  We will be meeting as a 
beloved community to worship, learn study, celebrate, laugh, 
cry, and party together.  We will deepen our connections with 
each other, our faith, and the larger community.  And we will 
continue to make a difference in each other’s lives, welcome 
new seekers into our spiritual home, and be of service to the 
larger Tampa Bay community. 
 

In faith, Abhi Janamanchi 
 
P.S.  My office hours are Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm; Monday is my day off; Wednesday is for 
worship preparation.  Please call me at 531-7704, ext. 102, or 
email me at abhij@uuclearwater.org to schedule an appoint-
ment.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
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President’s Letter on UUC Financial Challenges 
 
Dear Friends:   Stewardship is the way we take care of our religious community, we do this with our participation in the life of UUC 
and giving of our time, treasures, and talents.  Our UUC Board of Trustees recognizes the demands of our current and future cash 
flow needs and they are looking for solutions involving fundraising, growth of membership, and your enthusiastic participation. Now 
that the Waldorf School is branching out and leaving our campus, we need to replace this source of rental 
income.  The Board has appointed an ad hoc commit- tee to look at alternative uses for the Manse house with 
an imperative to add to our income considering the use of this asset to align with our UUC values.  Please 
contact either Carl Krave at ckrave@hotmail.com or Dotti Doyle at ddoyle1962@tampabay.rr.com who are 
co-chairpersons of this ad hoc committee and give them your ideas.  Also at this time, we will need to con-
sider the appointment of members to a task force to plan intentional ways to add to our membership.  Joe 
Myers, Chairperson of Ways and Means, is inviting suggestions for fund raising activities.  He is also look-
ing for a chairperson for the Auction which is an im- portant part of our fundraising budget.   If you are inter-
ested in participating in these important goals, contact me at shegner@tampabay.rr.com  or Rev. Abhi at ab-
hij@uuclearwater.org.  The UUC Board of Trustees will welcome your ideas and participation in our efforts 
to plan for our financial future.  Our religious community has so much to offer and so many talents.  Please note that the current and 
future cash-flow demands in this time of national economic downturn make the timing of your UUC pledge payments very impor-
tant.  Everything you give is received with UUC’s gratitude and love.  Thank you for your help. 

Susan Hegner, President 
 

Ideas on Fundraising 
 
� Donate tech equipment:  Do you have old tech equipment which you are not using collecting dust around your 
house?  You can donate obsolete and unused cell phones, ink jet printer cartridges, laptop computers, Apple iPods, 
digital cameras, and digital video cameras.  We will collect them and send them in for ecological recycling and re-
ceive money in return.  Refer questions to Joe Myers, 391-5798 
 
� Host UUs from all over the world in your guest bedroom while they visit our very desirable vacation area:  Guests will pay 

$65-$70 per night for the room, and that amount less the host’s expenses are donated to UUC.  Advertisements for this 
service will appear in The World and on our web site.  It’s a win-win-win situation.  Visitors can rely on having a nice 
place to stay at a relatively low price, hosts know their guests are like-minded, and UUC gets the income.  If you 
would like to participate in this program, please contact Ann Myers at 391-5798. 
 

� Buy Books at Amazon.com through the UUC website:  On the front page of www.uuclearwater.org, at the bot-
tom right, there is an access to Amazon.com.  Use that access, and for any items you purchase, and UUC gets 4 per-
cent of your total purchase.    
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Office Hours for UUC 
 

Monday through Friday, 9:00 am until 12:00 noon each day 
Both Rev. Abhi and Rev. Millie keep their own appointment calendars 
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� Vote No on Amendment 2 
Volunteers Needed!  The Social Jus-
tice Committee (SJC) needs volunteers 
to help Defeat Amendment 2.  Needed 
immediately, are workers to staff 
Phone Banks.  We will be calling peo-
ple asking them to vote NO on Amendment 2.   Lists, training 
and handouts will be provided by Fairness for All Families and 
the SJC.  Time is of the essence.  Volunteer now!  Call Marlene 
Calderone at 727-669-9517 or e-mail Marlene at mcal-
dero@tampabay.rr.com or Linda Stoller at lstol10403@aol.com 
to sign up. 
 
The speaker training for  Vote No on Amendment 2 was very 
successful.  We are now looking for organizations for the speak-
ers to address.  If you can suggest any organizations please for-
ward their names to the Social Justice Committee or e-mail 
Marlene at mcaldero@tampabay.rr.com. 

Pick up your Vote No on 2 buttons and literature at the Social 
Justice table in the Social Hall after services. 

� The 4th Annual Social Justice Free Film Series 
Update  
Facing Sudan the fifth movie shown in the 4th Annual Social 
Justice Free Film Series was well received with approximately 
30 people attending the showing.  Mindy Solomon, long time 
community activist gave a brief talk about Darfur and was the 
discussion leader.  Attendees signed Save Darfur petitions and 
donated a total of $281.00 for the Save Darfur Coalition.  The 
UU Service Committee, which has been in the fore front on this 
issue, received much acclaim for its continuing efforts on behalf 
of the people of Darfur. 
 
 � Split the Plate  
The August 10 Split the Plate enabled us to send $359.00 to the 
New Orleans Rebirth Volunteer Center.  This donation will as-
sist them with their continuing struggle to recover from hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita and the rebuilding of New Orleans.   
 
 
 
 
 
The Social Justice Committee selected the ‘Women On the 
Way’ program of St. Petersburg College as the September Split 
the Plate recipient.  This program provides a variety of services 
such as information on campus and community resources, in-
cluding advising services, financial assistance, housing, and 
child care, peer and group support, motivational speakers, men-
tors, Scholarships for eligible WOW members, WOW newsletter 
and calendar of events, textbook lending, weekly workshops and 
many others.   We hope you will support this excellent program 
on September 14.  

 
� Split the Plate Actually Increases Giving 
Recently I heard a few, just a few, rumblings about UUC’S fi-
nancial position and the financial crunch affecting everyone.  
Some wondered why, when we are behind in pledge revenue, we 
continue to Split the Plate with a charity on the second Sunday 
of each month.  I decided to do a little research to see if what I 
believed regarding the Split the Plate collection was true; that 
when we had this special collection our revenue increased over 
all.  And guess what, that is exactly the case.  In instance after 
instance, congregation after congregation reported an increase in 
their over all collection on Split the Plate Sunday.  I read reports 
from the following congregations all of whom reported in-
creased revenue when they instituted a split or share the plate 
program.  The First UU Church of Austin, Texas, the UU Soci-
ety of Greater Springfield, Massachusetts, UU Fellowship of 
Corvallis, Oregon, Dupage UU Church in Naperville, Illinois, 
Mt. Diablo UU Church in Walnut Creek, California, and The 
Unitarian Society of New Brunswick, New Jersey who give 
away the entire collection plate except pledges EACH Sun-
day.  In the first eight months of this program the contributions 
increased a whopping 167%.   “It’s the most invigorating pro-
gram I’ve ever seen,” says the Rev. Paul Mueller. “Giving went 
way up.”  Rev. Mueller speaks these words each week before the 
offering is received: “We do not gather your gifts for ourselves, 
but for the world. All that we receive for ______ organization in 
this morning’s offering will be sent to them. As always, we en-
courage you to be generous.” 
 
So, you see, most Sundays when we have a Split the Plate our 
collection is much higher.  This program is a winner; we help 
others and our congregation. 
 
� International Day of Peace 
September 21 is the day declared by the United Nations General 
Assembly, as the International Day of Peace, a day devoted to 
commemorating and strengthening the 
ideals of peace both within and among 
all nations and peoples. Peace, may it 
be so.  
 
 
 
 
 
� Social Justice Committee Meeting 
Our next Social Justice meeting will be held on September 6 at 
9:30 am in the Westwood Room of UUC.  Come; bring your 
ideas and enthusiasm.  Join this active group; everyone is wel-
come. 
  

— Marlene Calderone, Social Justice Committee Chair 
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“ UUCare Bears” 
Look for the bear emblem on nametags 

To find a member of the Cares & Concerns Committee 
 

The Cares & Concerns Committee has appropriated the use of the original famous bear 
and renamed it to symbolize our mission; and to help you to easily identify committee members 

In life , things happen we don’t expect, and we may need a lit-
tle extra UUCare.  We break bones, lose loved ones, are hospitalized, face 
a serious crisis, and the list goes on. 

 
Tell One of Us How We Can Help 
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· Susan Allen · Barbara Shimer · Terry Henderson 

· Betty Upson-Schmitz · Carol Mathiesen · Alicia Addeo 

· Clara Morabito · Dorothy Terpenning · Florence Cohan-Austin 

· Ann Scott · Ken Bliznick · Ken Suggs 

· Maryanne Hamilton · Pat McGiverin · Ruth Samuel 
  · Randee Williams   

 
F I N D 

M E 
Jackie Brown, 

Chair 
772-6764 
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To My UU Family,  
 
My heart and soul overflow with gratitude for your 
infinite expressions of love and care during one of the 
most challenging times in my life. Your loving notes, 
caring calls, delicious meals and inspiring visits kept 
me strong and full of hope. Now I return to my Unitar-
ian Universalist family with a deeper commitment and 
understanding of our mission. With my warmest em-
brace I thank each of you, grateful that we will share 
the bitter and the sweet always.  
 

Gracias, Soledad  Loba 
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 Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am  
 
September 7  Gathering the Waters    Rev. Abhi Janamanchi &  
          Rev. Millie Rochester 
Come home to UUC for our annual water communion service, and bring a small container of water from far away or as close as 
your water faucet.  During this service, everyone will have the opportunity to say a few words about summer transitions and 
inner growth; or moments of peace and renewal; or times of excitement, stretching, or taking a risk, or experiences in relation-
ship.  Consider ahead of time what you would like to share, personally or as a family.  As we pour our water into a common bowl, 
we are reminded that our lives merge with one another, creating a religious community.  This is a service for all ages; however child 
care will be available if needed for children under 5 years old.   
 
September 14  Standing On Holy Ground    Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
Jewish Philosopher Martin Buber writes: “The true community does not arise through people having feelings for another, but 
through, first, their taking their stand in living in mutual relation with a living Center, and second, their being in living mutual rela-
tion with one another.”  The service will explore the concept of being in community together.  This is Split the Plate Sunday for 
Women on the Way. 
 
September 21  Ministry in a Dislocated World   Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
As we begin another church year, my tenth among you, some thoughts on the professional ministry, our shared ministry, and minis-
tering to a broken world.  A Volunteer Fair follows the service in the Social Hall.  
 
September 28  Universal Music Day / Essence of Essential Ms. Susan Golden & Others 
Why Universal Music Day? Why "Essence of Essential"?  Close your eyes, listen to the silence and notice your breathing. Breath is 
the Essence of Life and the first and last thing we do when we arrive and leave this world is breathe. Music is to breath what breath 
is to life, the breath that connects all of us, individually and together. The world is only particles and waves, creating Light, Color, 
Forms and Sound, Silence and Vibration.  In other words Art and Music!  Come with an open mind, loving heart and inquiring spirit! 
   
 

Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am 
  
September 7  Janice Carney   Three Day Breast Cancer Walk 
 
September 14  William Hall  Cognitive Illusions     

An exploration of recent discoveries in  cognitive science that reveal how our 
brains evolved certain cognitive shortcuts that lead us to make mistakes.  

 
September 21  Nora Callahan  Reforming the Federal Criminal Justice System 

Ms. Callahan is founder of the November Coalition, a non-profit grass roots 
organization working to end drug war injustice.   

 
September 28  Patty Darcey  Health and happiness benefits of Laughter Yoga     
      Ms. Darcey is a  certified laughter yoga teacher. 
 

Dot and Chuck Sollinger, Committee Co-chairs, (727) 797-7784 

In September, we will NOT resume two services.   
We will have only one worship service on Sundays, at 10:30 am,  

at least until January 2009,  
when the Ministers and the Board  

will evaluate the need for two services. 
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September 2008  
           
          Sunday               Monday            Tuesday               Wednesday         Thursday               Friday       Saturday 

 

 

31 
9:30 AM - 10:30 
AM  Open Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service 
(O) 

1 
9:30 AM  Dupli-
cate Bridge (P)  

2 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  Buddhist Film & 
Discussion Group (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  So-
cial Bridge (P) 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM  AA 
(CL) 

3 
5:45 PM - 7:00 
PM  Committee 
on Ministry 
(Millie's Office) 

4 
10:00 AM - 11:00 
AM  Relic Tour Meet-
ing (Abhi's Office) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Children's RE 
Committee (RE Li-
brary) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  RE Meeting (L) 

5 
9:30 AM - 12:00 
PM  Staff Retreat 
(Offsite) 
12:00 PM - 1:00 
PM  Lunch and 
Conversation with 
the Ministers (W) 
1:00 PM - 2:15 
PM  Adult RE Com-
mittee Meeting (W) 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

6 
9:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Social Justice 
Committee (W) 
11:00 AM - 12:30 
PM  Memorial Ser-
vice: Hal East (O) 
12:30 PM - 2:30 
PM  Refreshments 
(S) 
7:00 PM - 11:00 
PM  UU Singles 40+ 
Foreign Film Series 
(P) 
8:00 PM  AA (W) 

7 
8:30 AM - 9:10 
AM  Laughter Yoga (L) 
9:30 AM - 10:30 
AM  Open Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service 
(O) 

8 
9:30 AM  Dupli-
cate Bridge (P)  

9 
12:00 PM - 12:30 
PM  Loving Kindness 
Meditation (O) 
5:00 PM - 7:00 
PM  BARCC (S) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  Buddhist Film & 
Discussion Group (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  So-
cial Bridge (P) 
7:30 - 8:30 PM  AA (CL) 

10 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Chorale 
Practice (C) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Executive 
Committee (W) 

11 
9:00 AM - 3:00 
PM  Art: Take down 
and hang (O) 

12 
8:00 AM - 5:00 
PM  Directions (S) 
10:00 AM - 11:30 
AM  Readers Forum 
(C) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Art Reception 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

13 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

14 
8:30 AM - 9:10 
AM  Laughter Yoga (L) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service 
(O) 
12:30 PM - 1:30 
PM  Young Adult Me-
dian Covenant Group (L) 
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM  UU 
History Seminar (P) 

15 
9:30 AM  Dupli-
cate Bridge (P)  
6:00 PM - 7:00 
PM  Energy 
Medicine Study 
Beginners Group 
(P) 
7:05 PM - 8:30 
PM  Energy 
Medicine Ongo-
ing Group (P) 

16 
12:00 PM - 12:30 
PM  Loving Kindness 
Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  Buddhist Film & 
Discussion Group (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  So-
cial Bridge (P) 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM  AA 
(CL) 

17 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Chorale 
Practice (C) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  UUC Board 
Meeting (P) 

18 
2:00 PM - 4:00 
PM  Private Event (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Pathways to 
Membership (P) 
7:30 PM - 9:00 
PM  Women's Spiri-
tual Drumming Group 
(L) 

19 
10:00 AM - 11:30 
AM  Readers Forum 
(C) 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

20 
1:00 PM - 3:00 
PM  Private Event 
(P,S) tentative 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

21 
8:30 AM - 9:10 
AM  Laughter Yoga (L) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service 
(O) 
11:30 AM - 1:00 
PM  Volunteer Fair (S) 

22 
9:30 AM  Dupli-
cate Bridge (P)  

23 
12:00 PM - 12:30 
PM  Loving Kindness 
Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  Buddhist Film & 
Discussion Group (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  So-
cial Bridge (P) 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM  AA 
(CL) 

24 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Chorale 
Practice (C) 

25 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Pathways to 
Membership (P) 

26 
10:00 AM - 11:30 
AM  Readers Forum 
(C) 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

27 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

28 
8:30 AM - 9:10 
AM  Laughter Yoga (L) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service 
(O) 
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM  Psi 
Symposium (P) 

29 
9:30 AM  Dupli-
cate Bridge (P)  

30 
12:00 PM - 12:30 
PM  Loving Kindness 
Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  Buddhist Film & 
Discussion Group (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  So-
cial Bridge (P) 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM  AA 
(CL) 

1 
5:45 PM - 7:00 
PM  Committee 
on Ministry 
(Millie's Office) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Chorale 
Practice (C) 

2 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Children's RE 
Committee (RE Li-
brary) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Pathways to 
Membership (P) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  RE Meeting (L) 

3 
10:00 - 11:30 AM  
Readers Forum (C) 
10:00 AM - 11:00 
AM  Staff Meeting 
(Abhi's Office) 
12:00 PM - 1:00 
PM  Lunch and 
Conversation with 
the Ministers (W) 
1:00 PM - 2:15 
PM  Adult RE Com-
mittee Meeting (W) 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

4 
9:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Social Justice 
Committee (W) 
4:00 PM - 11:00 
PM  Private Event (S) 
7:00 PM - 11:00 
PM  UU Singles 40+ 
Foreign Film Series 
(C) 
8:00 PM  AA (W) 
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Events in September and Beyond 

First event of UU Singles 40 + Fall 2008 Foreign Films, September 6 
See page 11 for details. 

 

Peanuts for Change, September 7 
Pick up the “Peanuts for Change” boxes in the Social Hall after worship services.  Take the month of September to 
fill them with your loose change as a fund raiser for UUC.  Collection times will be announced. 

 
Laughter Yoga, September 7  
Laughter Yoga will be presented every Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. in the library beginning September 
7.  Laughter Yoga was started by Dr. Madan Kataria, a physician in Mumbai, India.  It is good for body, mind, 
and spirit, and is a proven immune booster.  Each session is $2 with 20% going to the church. 

 
Essence of Essential Art Show Opening, September 12 
Come meet the Artists and Creators of “Essence of Essential.” Opening reception is Friday September 12 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in 
the Octagon Arts Center.  The show continues through most of October.  It is co-sponsored by the Art Committee and the Music 
Committee in support of the history making event, The Second Annual Universal Music Day on October 11. Let's remember the im-
portance of music and art and keep funding for schools, in corporations and other important community agencies for these essential 
ingredients of life: Light, Color, Shapes and Sound, Silence and Vibration.  Contact: Susan Patricia Golden at 804-4908 or through 
www.UniversalMusicDay.org or email SPG@UniversalMusicDay.org 

 
Orientation for Our Whole Lives, September 14 
See “OWL Comes to UUC” article on page 10 for details. 
 

Ethical Eating Group Kick-off Meeting, September 14 
At its June 2008 General Assembly, the Unitarian Universalists Association adopted Ethical Eating: Food and 
Environmental Justice as its congregational study and action issue for the following four years.  Interested 
UUC members are invited to meet at 9 a.m. on Sunday Sept. 14 in the library to discuss ethical eating.  Possi-
ble topics include a food cooperative, composting, an organic garden, a recycling center, film series, and 
cooking classes. 
 

Mini-GA-inesville to Feature District Exec Kenn Hurto, September 14 
Florida District Executive Ken Hurto will provide a reprise of his General Assembly (GA) workshop on Governance, “It’s Not 
Rocket Science,” at a Mini-GA at the UU Fellowship of Gainesville (UUFG) on Sunday afternoon, September 14.   Leadership and 
members of other Florida congregations are invited to Gainesville for Sunday services at 11 a.m. followed by lunch ($7 adult/$3 
child) and then free Mini-GA starting about 12:30 pm.  There will be opening and closing ceremonies to provide a snapshot of activi-
ties experienced at GA.  The Mini-GA will include five concurrent 50-minute workshops (offered twice) that are compilations of 
workshops UUFG members attended at GA.  Short summaries of the workshops and the registration form are being posted on the 
UUFG web site:  www.uuf.org.  Pre-registration is required.  Mini-GA will be family-friendly.  Children can participate.  Child care 
will be available as well.  For more information, contact Judith Kendall at (352) 373-6449 or judithkendall@cox.net.  

 

 
Women’s Spiritual Drumming Circle, September 18 
The Circle will reconnect, following their summer hiatus, on Thursday, September 18 from 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the 
Social Hall Library.  We will drum, chant, and share lessons learned while celebrating the natural balance of day 
and night, light and darkness, as made manifest in the upcoming Autumnal Equinox.  Bring your drum, rain stick, 
shakers or select from the Circle's diverse instruments.   For more information, call Elly Kelly Baker, (727) 848-
7910. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Vittles and Fun, Volunteer Fair, September 21 
Come to the Volunteer Fair on Sunday, September 21, after worship service, to find a volunteer opportunity that 
interests you.  If you want to support the activities of the church, and, as a side benefit, get to know other church 
members, come to the Volunteer Fair.  Various committees/activities will lure you to their tables with food and 
enthusiasm, and will tell you about their volunteer opportunities.  

 
Philippe Park Picnic, September 25 
Bring a dish to share that Thursday to shelter house #7 in Safety Harbor’s Philippe Park.  Rain or 
shine, starting 5:00 p.m. until sundown. For more information, call Marianne Davis, (727) 734-9136. 
 

UUC Leadership Program, Starts October 6 
See page 12 for details. 
 

Universal Music Day, October 11   
The Spirit of Music and UUC cordially invite everyone to make history at the Second Annual Universal Music 
Day on October 11.  Go to our website, www.UniversalMusicDay.org, a Social Hall bulletin board, and the 
online weekly news email in September for hours and details.  Music and the arts give us access to our hearts 
and our hearts lead us to our gifts and our truth. Through this heart/mind connection people bring their gifts to 
create a world that we will be proud to leave the next generations.  Susan Patricia Golden, Founder, UMD, 
(727) 804-4908 
 

Cluster Picnic, October 11 
The annual picnic of the West Central Cluster  of UU Congregations will be held at the Spirit of Life UU Church in Odessa.  Save 
the date.  Detailed information will be available on www.westcentralcluster.org soon. 
 

Team Trivia Event, October 18 
 
Get out your encyclopedias and dictionaries and start practicing.  There will be more about this fun 
Saturday evening entertaining fundraiser event in next month’s issue.  Hint:  Last time this event was 
held, the team that named themselves “The Best Team” did indeed win!  How’s that for confidence?  
And the “booby” prizes were great! 
 

 
Annual Book Sale, October 25 
We need the books, CDs, DVDs, and videos that you are through with so that others may enjoy them also. 
There is a basket in the UUC lobby for your contributions behind the visitors’ desks. If you have a large 
amount, we will be happy to pick them up from your house. All Donations are tax deductible.  Thank You!  
Next month we will detail the hours of the sale and ask for volunteers for set up, sales, and dismantling.   —
  Barbara Brandt and Pat St.Clair, Book Sale Co-chairs 
 

Heart Shrine Relic Tour, October 31 to November 2  
You are invited to a precious exhibition of sacred relics of the Buddha and other Buddhist masters.  These crystal-
like objects have been found post-cremation in the ashes of holy beings as the historical Buddha, his disciples, 
commentators on his teachings, lineage founders and modern day lamas.  The collection includes relics from An-
anda, Shariputra, Lama Atisha, Milarepa, Rilbur Rinpoche and several other great Buddhist masters.  This tour is 
traveling throughout the United States and will be hosted here at UUC.  Free entrance.  Friday 7:00 pm for open-
ing ceremony.  Weekend times 10:00 am to 7:00 pm.  For more information, look for the flyers at UUC or contact 
Dr. Frank Tedesco, true.dharma@yahoo.com, (727) 512-4805.   Website www.maitreyaproject.org.  
 

Events in September and Beyond (continued) 
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PSI Symposium 
 

September 28 – Patty Darcy and her son TJ Jackson will be 
giving their second annual workshop on Laughter Yoga (LY).  
This class will not be limited to a mere talk about the healthful 
and happy benefits of the practice of LY, because Patty and TJ 
are also planning to lead us into an experiential Laughter Yoga 
session.  For more information see Laughter Yoga at 
www.laughteryoga.org <http://www.laughteryoga.org> . 
 
October 26 – True Dharma Frank Tedesco will lead a discus-
sion on Miracles and Healing in Buddhism. 
 
November 30  – Clara Morabito will lead a discussion on 
“Miracles.” 
 
All meetings are in the Patio Room starting at 12:30 pm.  For 
more information, contact Bobbie Watson, (813) 251-2991.  
Join us for good conversation and coffee.  All are welcome. 

 
Sanctuary Flowers Needed this  
Autumn 
If you have a special occasion to com-
memorate or just like to see flowers in the 
Octagon on Sunday mornings there are 
many openings for our autumn ser-
vices. You may reserve any Sunday on 
the "flower" bulletin board, just outside 
the UUC office door.  There are forms in a 
"pocket" there for you to fill out; just put 
the completed form back into the pocket.  If you don't have 
time for that, call me, Carol Heichel, at (727) 738-8982, and I 
will be glad to fill out the form for you.  Your check for $40.00 
should be made payable to UU Clearwater with the word 
“flowers” in the “For” section and put into the locked Treas-
urer's box (located by the left-hand bank of internal mailboxes 
in the hallway outside the office door). 
 

Roommate Wanted  
I live in a two bedroom, two bath, 1200 square foot corner 
apartment that is truly special. It is on the top (eighth) floor of 
The Hampton, a 55+ Independent Living Community. Fully 
equipped kitchen. Spectacular view of Tampa Bay and the tall 
buildings in St. Petersburg and Tampa, with Ruth Eckerd Hall 
in our backyard. Rent includes 15 excellent meals a month. I’ll 
be happy to tell you more.  Call me, UUC member Clara Mora-
bito, at 725-9337 before 8 pm. 
 

RE News 
I would like to welcome everyone to another fun-filled year of 
Religious Education for our children and youth.  Join us for all 
of the wonderful activities that are planned. Registration is re-

quired to ensure the safety and wellbeing of everyone in the RE 
program.  The form is available on UUC’s website and at the 
RE table in the Social Hall.  Please remember to sign your chil-
dren in by 10:20 am and out by 12:30 pm (when childcare 
ends).  The RE program is always on the look out for the fol-
lowing items: arts and crafts supplies, fabric scraps, cardboard 
tubes and small toys and trinkets for our treasure box.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Rev. Millie or me, Christine 
Pensa, RE Assistant 
 

OWL Comes to UUC 
 Beginning in January, UUC will offer a 
special three-month program for seventh, 
eighth and ninth graders, based on a phi-
losophy of comprehensive sexuality edu-
cation.  Classes will be on Sunday after-
noons, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.  (These 
classes will not be a replacement for the 
Sunday morning RE program.)   
 
Our Whole Lives is grounded in a holistic view of sexuality, 
designed to help participants make informed and responsible 
decisions about their sexual health and behavior.   The program 
reaches beyond the facts about anatomy and human develop-
ment, to help youth clarify their values, build interpersonal 
skills, and understand the spiritual, emotional, social, and politi-
cal aspects of sexuality as well; and so Unitarian Universalism 
is incorporated into every session. 
 
Six members of the congregation have been especially trained 
to lead this unique program:  Ken Bliznick, Heather Calderone, 
John Carpenter, Lore Eargle, Meredith Machler, and Ray Wil-
liamson.  As in all of our RE classes, at least two leaders will 
always be with the youth. 
 
The unique nature of this program requires a special commit-
ment of participants.  They must be registered, and be as con-
sistent as possible in attendance; and parents/guardians must 
attend an Orientation, so that they will be fully informed, and 
registration forms will be available at that time.  The Orienta-
tion is scheduled for Sunday, September 14, at 1:00.  Lunch, 
and child care for younger children, will be provided.  Youth in 
seventh through ninth grades are also invited to attend.  We 
look forward to introducing this wonderful opportunity!  Talk 
with Rev. Millie or Rev. Abhi if you have any questions or con-
cerns. 

Ongoing Events and This and That  

Next Deadline Sept. 21 
Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to Octa-
gram@uuclearwater.org.  Deadline is midnight of the third 
Sunday of every month.  For October issue, deadline is Sep-
tember 21, 2008. 
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The Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater  

Singles Fellowship 40+ 
 
What is it? 
 
The Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater Singles Fellow-
ship is a program of the church that provides a safe and caring 
space for singles of ages 40 and above to come together to 
socialize and build friendships.  All activities have a focus of 
meaningful exchange in a social, but non-dating atmosphere. It 
is a place and time for people who are single members or 
friends of UUC to meet and enjoy healthy relaxed time to-
gether. 
 
Where does it meet? 
 
UUC Singles Fellowship meets for scheduled activities both 
on the UUC Campus and in the community. All activities are 
drug-free. There is a two drink limit for all activities on cam-
pus.  
 
What are the guiding principles? 
 
UUC Singles Fellowship will be guided by and act in accor-
dance with our UU Principles.  
 
Who can join? 
 
UUC Singles Fellowship is open to single members or friends 
of UUC and their escorted guests.  For planning purposes, 
most activities and events require prior registration on a first 
come first served basis.  
 
Can I date someone from the fellowship? 
 
If and when individual friendships evolve into dating relation-
ships, the dating will take place outside of club activities.  
 
How can I contribute? 
 
All members are encouraged to actively share in the decision 
making and leadership of activities as well as lend a hand with 
set up and clean up. 
 
Please feel free to contact your UUC Singles Fellowship Chair  

Soledad Loba 
(727) 576-8003 or at e-mail her at sole-

dad_loba@hotmail.com 
 

Also, for up to date details on our activities, you can refer to 
the Calendar on our website:  www.uuclearwater.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UU Singles 40 + Fall 2008 Foreign Films 

 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.   $3 Donation  
 
(Free for Volunteers who sign up in advance by contacting 
Soledad Loba at soledad_loba@hotmail.com) or (727) 576-
8003  
 
A discussion with refreshments will follow each 
film presentation. Wine and coffee specialty 
drinks available  for an additional  $2  donation. 
 
September 6 (Patio Room) Balzac and the Little 
Chinese Seamstress (2002) 
Director: Dai Sijie (China/ France) Chinese Drama/Romance; 
111 minutes.  The story takes off when the boys meet the little 
seamstress who helps her grandfather, a local tailor.  
 
October 4 (Chorale Room) Picture Bride (1994) 
Director: Kayo Hatta (Japan/Haiwaii ) Japanese drama; 95 
minutes.  This dramatic feature film tells the story of Riyo, a 
young woman from Japan who ventures to Hawaii as a picture 
bride in 1918. 
 
November 8 (Chorale Room) The Music Teacher 
(1986) 
Director: Gérard Corbiau ( Belgium / France ) French; 95 min-
utes.  Aging opera singer Joachim Dallayrac retires from the 
stage and retreats to the countryside to school two young sing-
ers, Sophie and Jean.  Best Foreign Film 1987. 
 
December 6 (Patio Room) All of the Mornings of 
the World (1991) 
Director: Alain Corneau (France) French; 113 minutes.  Marin 
Marais (1656-1728), composer and viol virtuoso, becomes a 
recluse in his large country house, builds a cabin --a wooden 
shack -- in his garden to practice his instruments endlessly. 
The musical sounds, lighting and photography are magnifi-
cent. 
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Expressing Your Real and Genuine  

Leadership Self 

UUC Leadership Program Oct - Nov 2008 
 

Enhancing Your Leadership at Work, at Home, in the UUC and in all of Your Communities 
 
When: Mondays from 6:30 to 9:00 pm on  

Oct. 6, Oct. 20, Oct. 27, Nov. 3, Nov 10   optional Board Meeting Attendance Nov. 19 

What previous participants have said: 
 

“I found the material gave me a different view point for success working in a committee environment and how to har-
ness motivation of volunteers.  Some real insights into how our built in thinking can interfere with what we are trying to 
accomplish.  A good course and I highly recommend it for others.”   Bill Snell  
 
“Leadership requires courage, patience and caring. I learned how to be together with others to accomplish a worthy 
goal; how to be aware of the things that cause me frustration and sometimes discouragement and how to keep my 
own right opinion open for review. I learned how to keep aware of being a good listener and practice makes perfect. I 
found great companions in this effort and memorable moments of truth.”   Sheila M. Knaust  
 
“The listening exercises were a good reminder of training I had many years ago when I was a volunteer in a women's 
center and on the board of a battered women's shelter.  I appreciated that very much and am beginning to use better 
listening techniques again. Thank you very much for the training.  All of you were excellent!”   Ches Applewhite 

 

For more info or to reserve your spot: 
Contact Kara Sand Phone: 813-368-3630 karasand1@yahoo.com  

or Pegotty Cooper Phone 813-884-9511 or pegotty@pegottycooper.com  

What Will I Get From This? 
� Knowing yourself as a leader; Appreciating 
your unique style 
� Understanding how to work with volunteers 
(including a look at our new Community Builders 
database); 
� Learning how people work in groups; and 
� Dealing with conflict-embracing the differences 
between people and opinions.   
� Exploring Leadership in the context of the 
UUC 

 

 

Who should attend?   
� Individuals interested in enhancing their lead-
ership anywhere (at work, at home, or here at 
the UUC 
� New members 
� Individuals  who have participated in previous 
UUC leadership programs 
� People who sit on committees or the Board of 
Trustees, � Covenant Group facilitators, or 
� Any member of the UUC who just wants to be 
more effective at what they do, especially in 
working with groups! 
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The Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalists 
Of Clearwater and the Octagon Arts Center 

 
2470 Nursery Road Phone: (727) 531-7704 
Clearwater, FL  FAX:   (727) 531-4188 
33764   mail@uuclearwater.org 
 
Senior Minister  Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
   (727) 723-7252 
Associate Minister  Rev. Millie Rochester 
   (727) 443-1353 
President  Susan Hegner 
Office Administrator Yvonne Charneskey 
Bookkeeper  Karen Roeder  
Music Director  Frank Wells 
Pianist   Linda Jones 
Facilities Manager Janine Tompkins 
Octagram Editor  Nancy Warner 

DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A 
QUESTION RELATING TO  THE  

MINISTER OR MINISTRY? 
If so, please contact one of the Members of 
the Congregational Committee on Ministry: 

 Elly Kelly Baker   848-7910 
 Guy Chaney   536-8897  
 Sally Demarest      781-7665 
 Fred  Seidl             331-7401 
 Hal Sparks   (813) 961-3898 

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to 
Octagram@uuclearwater.org.  Deadline is midnight 
of the third Sunday of every month.  For October 
issue, deadline is September 21, 2008. 

Sunday Worship Service  
information is on centerfold. 

 

Visit:  www.uuclearwater.org 


