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Facing New Challenges

Thank you Sue for the wonderful job you did this past year. All of us are very
appreciative of your hard work. As we enter our 60" year as a religious commu-
nity, we face new challenges. We have an aging campus, slow membership
growth, and no financia reserves. The owners of this religious community need
to guide us to reasoned solutions. Who are the owners of UUC? Do you and |
collectively own this community? To equate ownership to the current mem-
bership, we fail to recognize the contribution of those who came before us
and the promise we make to future generations. | believe the true owner of
our religious community is our mission, our collective commitment, and our
covenant to a purpose that we promise to achieve. Our focus must be directed by
the mission we strive to achieve. If we limit our focus to creating reserves, up-
grading buildings, or reflecting individual member’s preferences we shall fall
short of our true purpose.

At the end of the day, we each must answer the question, whose lives, com-
munities, and ideas do we intend to promote and how shall we accomplish
that mission? Therefore, | recommend the following focus this year:

Mission,
Ministry,
Growth.

| believe that by focusing on Mission, Ministry, and Growth we will achieve the
strong balance sheet, building upgrades, and membership growth we all want.
Our_success will depend upon knowing the true owner of this religious com-
munity and serving that owner well. Thank you.

Terrence Stapleton
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Lay Pastoral Care Associates Program (LPCA)
An Overview Rev. Abhi Janamanchi

Effective lay ministry groups have been developed by many religious communities to
strengthen the bonds of community, provide peer support in times of trauma, transition,
and change, and to supplement (not replace) the work of the minister. Lay ministry pro-
grams or their equivalent have been instituted at the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater
on severa previous occasions. Neighborhood Groups were created several years ago to
help build bridges and support anong UUC’s members living in closer geographic prox-
imity. The Cares & Concerns Committee continues to provide care and support to our
membership when someone is ill, hospitalized, or in need of a helping hand. Of late, Covenant Groups
have served as a wonderful vehicle of support and friendship.

An over-arching, community-wide program such as the one that is being currently proposed is not meant as
a substitute for more “natural” and less structured expressions of concern and caring. With the LPCA pro-
gram, we hope to approximate on a larger scale what covenant groups, children® religious education, and
the chorale provide to their core constituents.

What is a Lay Pastoral Care Associates program?

It is a lay ministry program that supplements ministerial services and coordinates other community re-
sources. Pastoral Care Associates work in cooperation and collaboration with the minister toward the goal
of amore caring community in which members express their interconnectedness by reaching out to support
one another in times of need and to rejoice in times of joy.

Pastoral Associates are effective and accepting listeners and supportive friends. Through ongoing training,
they put the Unitarian Universalist principles to work assisting people in need within an ethical framework
of confidentiality and afocus on working for the benefit of the person being served.

Pastoral Care Associates are selected and trained by the minister.
Who uses Pastoral Care Associates?

Pastoral Associates support is helpful during life transitions such as ilIness, death of aloved one, marriage,
divorce or separation, a new baby, job loss, retirement, hospital or nursing home stays, etc. People can
call upon a Pastoral Associate when they are in pain, sick, lonely or struggling with changes. It can be
comforting to know you’ re not alone and it helps to have someone from the church community listen, care
and offer support.

What do Pastoral Associates do?

Pastoral Associates offer a"ministry of presence” to people in times of transition. They develop confiden-
tial relationships ranging from one or two phone conversations to regularly scheduled visits over many
months. They primarily offer listening and support. They consult with the minister and offer access to
other resources as needed. Sometimes more than one Pastoral Associate will offer support.



Reflections From A Chorale Member Linda Carroll

As the church year winds down and the Chorale is about to go on summer break, | find
myself reminiscing about my 15 years of participation in the choir. 1'd like to share my
reflections of what the Chorale has meant to me.  Obvioudly, | learned an immeasurable
amount about music of diverse genres and styles. 1've improved my vocal skills, sharpened
my musicianship, and enjoyed the friendship of very talented and kind people. The camara-
derie of the group is a continuing source of joy. And what a joy to serve the UUC commu-
nity by presenting music which delights, stimulates, comforts, and inspires!

When | joined the chorale 15 years ago, | must admit some trepidation—my musical confidence level was
somewhere around my ankles and | feared | had all the talent of aturnip. My “inner critic” reminded me that |
have limited vocal range, can't sight-sing to save my life, and my knees knock together so hard that they form
a percussion section al by themselves. It took awhile to overcome the nerves, but as my skills improved, my
confidence increased. | started to enjoy the rehearsals and even the Sunday “performances”’.

The words of one of my favorite anthems begins with “I am but asmall voice...” Yes, | am but one small
voice, but when | join with the others, we create a musical effect that is greater than the sum of its individual
parts. What a privilege and “high” it is to feel that synergy of melody, harmony, rhythm, and poetry! As a
religious liberal, I'm not to sure about what | believe theologically, but | know that music unites us and tran-
scends the boundaries of our differences.

So, | reflect with gratitude on the opportunities, the friendships, the personal growth, and the sheer fun of my
involvement in the UUC Chorale over the course of 15 years.

Continued from previous page

Activities that could be subsumed under this limited mission could include - hospital and nursing home visits,
establishment of one-on-one relationships with home-bound members, coordination of care for individuals
with temporary disabilities or experiencing life transitions (job loss, divorce, death, etc.), and informal @eer
counseling@vhen appropriate.

Lay Pastoral Care does not provide

logistical support such as meals and rides (that function will remain with the cares & concerns committee);
group or individual therapy for members (that is a job for mental health professionals); professional advice or
guidance, legdl, financial, medical, or psychological (referralsto experts may be provided).

The Pastoral Care Associates Team:

Susan Allen, Ken Bliznick, Jackie Brown, Susan Hegner, Ann Myers, Allen Ongchangco, Ann Scott, and Lyn-
ette Wood.

| am deeply grateful to these good people for their willingness and commitment to provide a ministry of pres-
ence and caring support to their fellow members at UUC.



Social Justice News

Social Justice Council - Marlene Calderone

Tennessee/K entucky Flood Relief Fund

UUs come to the aid of their sister congregations
affected by the tragic flooding in Tennessee and
Kentucky. Particularly affected were the First Uni-
tarian Universalist Church of Nashville, the Greater
Nashville Unitarian Universalist Church, and the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Bowling Green,
Kentucky. As a result of our specia collection on
May 16™ which netted $600.00 and a donation from
our Better World Emergency Fund of $1,000.00, we
were able to send a total of $1,600.00 to the UUA/
Tennessee/K entucky Flood Relief Fund.

Economic Justice Team
Linda Stoller, Team Leader

St. Pete Pride 2010

Join in the fun and support and affirm the lives of
our GLBT brothers and sisters by participating in the
St. Pete Pride Promenade (parade) on Saturday June
26", This is the largest Pride event in the state and a
great opportunity to put our faith into action and affirm
the inherent worth and dignity of all people. Pride par-
ticipants will assemble at 8:00 am in the Staging Area on
31% Street N and 3 Avenue N in St. Petersburg. Kick off
time is 10:00 am. Be sure to wear your UUC tee shirt.
We will bring our banner. Plans are ongoing... We may
have aflat bed truck and some automobiles to ride on, for
those who prefer to ride rather than walk. To sign up and
for more information/updates, stop at the Social Justice
tablein the Social  Hall after services or email Allison
Snell at wsnell L@tampabay.rr.com.

Khas Hills

Thank you, thank you, and thank you to all who an-
swered the challenge and donated to the Margaret
Barr Memorial School in the Khas Hills of In-
dia One very generous member donated an addi-
tional $500.00 alowing us to meet both chal-
lenges. We met our budget commitment and were
able to send a little extra to adjust for the monetary
conversion. Thistruly is agiving community.

Split the Plate

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pinellas County, Inc.
will receive a check for $460.00 from the May 9"
collection. Big Brothers Big Sisters is the oldest,
largest and most effective youth mentoring organi-
zation in the United States.

Metropolitan Charities of St. Petersburg will be the
June 13" Split the Plate recipient. Metro Charities
is a comprehensive social service agency that meets
the needs of the HIV-affected, GLBT and other at—
risk communities of Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco
and Hernando Counties serving nearly 3000 people
at any one time, through substance abuse treatment
and prevention, counseling , case management, a
food pantry, prevention services, a thrift store, and
social and recreational programs. They are com-
mitted to providing premier HIV services, social
networking, and other health and wellness pro-
grams that enhance the quality of life. Metro Chari-
ties, Inc. strives to promote a healthy environment
for al and to foster diversity within the community
as a whole, regardless of race, ethnicity, religion,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or economic
status. Please support this valuable program.
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Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am

June 6th: The Stanley Foundation. "Rising Powers. The New Global Reality"
The Foundation’s 2008 DVD aims to encourage discussion of three countries challenging the globa order,
some of the major issues that cut across national boundaries, and how all of this will impact American lives.
This segment is 22 minutes and is about India. http://risingpowers.stanleyf oundation.org/

June 13th: " 10 Rules for Dealing with Police", anewly released DV D docudrama, dispenses free legal ad-
vice with no-holds-barred dialogue. It was produced by a Washington D.C. nonprofit organization called Flex
Your Rights. The producers, D.C. residents Steven Silverman, 33, and Scott Morgan, 30, created the film to
help people in urban areas understand their constitutional rights. It is narrated by legendary tria lawyer Wil-
l[iam "Billy" Murphy, Jr. (from HBO® The Wire)

June 20th: John Owen. " Art of Zen". At the age of 17 John Owen left His Washington D.C. home to pursue
studies in Hinduism, which eventually led him to India. Currently, John is a student of mythology, Buddhism
and the effects of technology on consciousness. John will share his insights into Zen Buddhism and Taoism.
He holds aBA from USF in business administration and international relations.

June 27th: " Democracy NOT Theocracy,” a2007 DVD, shows how decisions about religion and spiritual-

ity are deeply personal and that the government®only role in these matters is to protect an individua’s choice.
http://www firstfreedomfirst.org

Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am

June 6 Imagination & Inspiration Abhi Janamanchi & UUC Y outh Group
Guest musician - Van Fenstermaker

A multigenerational service featuring the voices of youth, youth advisors, and parents. We will recognize
youth who are coming of age and lift up our multigenerational relationships.

June 13 The Rev. Answers Everything (well, almost) Abhi Janamanchi

Our annual "Question Box reflections’ Sunday. Abhi will respond to your questions about Unitarian Univers-
alism, theology, history, ministry, social justice, or anything else within the bounds of reason and discretion.
Here®your chance to stump the minister!

June 20 Parenting AsA Spiritual Discipline Abhi Janamanchi

It isn® easy being a Unitarian Universalist kid. It isn® easy being a parent to a Unitarian Universalist
kid. When it comes to parenting, there are no smooth roads. There are no easy answers. We have no set path.
We don®parent with absolutes and certainty the way we imagine others in different faiths do. In honor of Fa-
ther®Day, the service will explore what it meansto be a UU parent.

June 27 Ernest Hooper, St. Petersburg Times
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Living the Lotus Rev. Nick Ozuna

Over the past week, we have witnessed the beauty of the lotus flowers in the pond that
greet us so warmly. I’ve been observing them the last week in their remarkable devel op-
ment. Many people often ask me if | planted them, and | respond “no, they were here
waiting for us.”

In Asia the lotus is widely considered the most sacred of flowers. Of course, they are
beautiful, big and bold. But what makes them so special is the very nature of their be-
ing.....and what it teaches us. The lotus generally grows in deep mud, and is surrounded
by murky, swampy, waters. In Buddhist thought, this mud and murky water symbolizes
in Buddhist lingo, the Saha world, the world in which suffering must be endured...this world, in our day to day
life.

It's not that the lotus is just rooted in mud that makes it significant, it sthat it rises above the water, not just on
the surface like most lilies, and it blossoms a beautiful flower that is completely untainted by the mud. This
represents the Buddhist ideal of transcending suffering, while working to serve others in society, yet aspiring
to astate of awakening in a greater scheme of the cosmos.

The mud, however, is not just something to be transcended from. The lotus doesn’t just uproot itself when it
blossoms; it is still firmly grounded in that mud. It needs that mud to grow. It is nourished by that mud. That
mud gives it strength. In fact, it is known that the deeper the mud, the bigger and more brilliant the lotus
flower will bloom.

So what are we saying here? Not just that the suffering has to be endured, but that we NEED it to truly blos-
som. From this, we can also receive a powerful message from the Buddha, teaching us that, even if we are ex-
periencing severe circumstances in which many things seem almost unbearable, once we believe in and accept
the Dharma, the negative aspects of our lives will be transformed into positive ones.

Like the lotus that has taken the long path through the mud and the murky water, seeking the sunlight to open
its heart to the world, the experience of suffering alows human beings to aso blossom in their feelings of true
joy and gratitude. All of us are capable of being welcoming and cheerful toward the people we encounter, just
like those lotus blossoms bathed in sunlight welcome us.

RE News Christine Pensa, RE Program Assistant

As we approach the end of our church year, | want to thank all the teachers and as-
sistants for their hard work and dedication to the RE program. We couldn’t have
done it without you. But the fun isn't over just yet! Let's have some fun over the
summer! Summer Session begins June 13". Children, (Pre-K to 5" grade) will be
exploring the different cultures of various countries such as Brazil, Ghana, India,
Greece and more! While our youth, (6" grade and up) may either attend the Service
or join in the fun and assist with the younger children as mentors and role models.

Additionally, the youth will have the opportunity to plan 2 field trips this sum-
mer. In order to make this summer fun and exciting we need Y OU! Come share your life with us. Please con-
tact me at christinepensa@att.net or 727-442-3028 for additional information.




Summer Series Speakers Peggy Long

Each summer our 10:30am Sunday worship serviceis created and led by individuals or teams of folks around a
common theme. The theme for this year® summer services is "Unitarian Universalist Identity & Belonging”
The services will provide opportunities for people (members and UU clergy) to share what it means to be a
Unitarian Universalist. Through personal testimonials, people will examine their own religious journeysin the
light of our Unitarian Universalist tradition and. The summer series echoes our Unitarian Universalist com-
mitment to affirm and promote "encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations’ and “a free and re-
sponsible search for truth and meaning.” Our summer services are on Sundays, from June 27 to September 5th.

Being a Summer Worship Speaker requires a focused commitment. We seek a diverse team of Summer Wor-
ship Speakers to reflect our vision of being a more inclusive, multiracial, multi-cultural, multi-generationa
congregation. To qualify as a Summer Worship Speaker you must be either a UUC member or friend, feel at
ease and comfortable speaking in front of alarge crowd, and have atopic of interest to build a service around.
Each individual or group is assigned a Worship Associate to help them craft the service and a guest musician
to assist with music. You will also need to attend a planning meeting with Rev. Abhi on Tuesday, June 8th,
from 7 pm until 9 pm.

If you are interested to be a summer service speaker, please email your topic to Sue Boone at sue-
booneuu@juno.com.

Serenity Garden Jeannie Shimer

Four years ago, | was looking for a place to plant atree or bush at UUC fulfilling a
need from my Catholic days of contributing money or a gift after a friend died
when | came upon an area behind the air conditioners on the west side of the build-
ing. It was sandy, full of weeds and stickers. The idea of a garden was born and
Ashlynn and | mapped out a plan. We pulled weeds, tilled soil, added fertilizer,
planted, etc. | brought a bird bath and decorative ball, etc. and made a paver for
my friend, Ken. We then got the idea to sell pavers to pay for the upkeep of the
garden. Bob Lehner has taken on this process and we now have

17 pavers and a nice pamphlet for ordering.

The garden has flourished and a statue and artificial turf were added to the south side of the building. Several
members including John Chase, Diana Fraser and Barb Shimer have helped weed and plant, shovel shell, etc.

Unfortunately, Chuck and | will be moving to North Carolina at the end of July and that leaves no one to con-
tinue to look after the Garden. Perhaps, a Serenity Garden group could be organized so that the responsibility
would not be solely on one person. We will be returning in the winter months and | will be anxious to work in
the garden while | am here. | would truly hate to have the area return to the weedy, sandy spot of before. If
you can help, please contact me before July 17th at 727-517-3801 or after services at UUC on Sundays.
Jeannie Shimer



Readers Forum Catherine & John Conover

Readers Forum - “John Adams”

The weekly Readers Forum read and discuss books selected by the group from a variety of
genre. We are taking a summer break and will resume on September 10 to discuss John Ad-
ams by David McCullough. This book is available in the Pinellas Public Library System.

In this powerful, epic biography, David McCullough unfolds the adventurous life journey of
John Adams, the brilliant, often irascible, always honest Y ankee patriot who spared nothing in
his zeal for the American Revolution. He rose to become the second president of the United
States and saved the country from blundering into an unnecessary war. Adams was |learned

beyond all but afew and regarded by some as “out of his senses.” His marriage to the wise and
valiant Abigail Adamsisone of the most moving love storiesin American history.

Thisis history on at grand scale — a book about politics and war and socia issues, but also about human na-
ture, love, religious faith, virtue, ambition, friendship, and betrayal, and the far-reaching consequences of noble
ideas. Above all, Johns Adams is an enthralling, often surprising story of one of the most important and fasci-
nating Americans who ever lived.

Catherine & John Conover lead the group that meets on Fridays 10:00-11:30 AM in the Chorale Room of the
UUC Octagon . Thereis a $5 fee, however, no registration is required to attend. Join us for coffee and alively
book discussion or just come aong to be part of the Readers Forum!

The Lotus Sutra

Rev. Nick Ozuna will lead a thorough examination and discussion of a Buddhist classic,
including chapter by chapter analysis and interpretation for everyday practice. All are wel-
come to participate in this ongoing study of the Lotus Sutra. Join us as we delve into the
timeless story of the Buddha's greatest and most comprehensive sermons, and recognize
the Dharmain our lives.

Women’s Night Out B.E.E.R. Men’'s Group

UUC Women's Night
Out will be held on
Thurs, June 3rd, 7pm at
Belleair Grill and Wine

Be with other Brothers Engaged in Esoteric Repar-
tee twice a month, building community and talking
about subjects of mutual interest. All men of the
congregation are invited. See you at our next gath-

Bar, located at 1575
South Fort Harrison in Clearwater. Reservations
needed to be placed by May 28th so please contact
Catherine Conover for more information. You can
reach her at 727-725-3855 or go to the Women's
Night Out webpage on the UUC website to email
Catherine.
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erings on June 3rd a The Whistle Stop in Safety
Harbor and June 17th at O'Keefe's Restaurant in
Clearwater. Contact Craig Alldredge at (727) 742-
0263 for more information. Close analysis will de-
tect a pattern here: early in the month up here, sec-
ond meeting in the month down there. This may
change: as a group we are neither well organized nor
consistent.



Events in June and Beyond

Opportunitiesfrom the Unitarian Universalist
Service Committee

Week long Building Justice Work Camp (Could
be associated with General Meeting)

Saturday, June 12th, to Sunday June 20th, 2010 join
youth and adults from all over the country,
with UUSC’'s Building Justice work camp in
Minneapolis. Participants will engage in light
construction each day with Habitat for Humanity,
but also spending evening meeting with local UU’s
who will address homelessness and other economic
Justice issues. Volunteers of all skill levels may
participate, although knowledge of construction is
very helpful.  Participants must be 16 years
old. There isafeeof $800 covering cost of meals,
housing, orientation, work oversight, and insurance.
Participants are responsible for paying their own
travel to Minneapolis. More information, contact
UUSC @800-388-3920 or download application at
www.uusc.org/buildingjustice.

UUSC’s Freedom Summer:
A Civil Rights Journey

Join youth ( 14 and
above) and adults from
al over the country
for UUSC's Freedom
Summer to see where
history was made plus
hear the stories of those
who were there to witnesses it. Beginning July 10,
through 17th, traveling from Atlanta to Montgom-
ery, to Sema, then Birmingham and back to
Atlanta. For more information or to sign up,
contact Kara Smith a 617-301-4392 or
www.ksmith@uusc.org or visit our website
www.uusc.ort/freedomsummer to download an ap-
plication online.
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Southland Unitarian Universalist
Leadership Experience

Plan now to join us

for this year® South-

land Unitarian Uni-

versalist Leadership

Experience. | hope

that your congrega

tion has budgeted for

the SUULE. This is

an opportunity for

current and future leaders to deepen their under-
standing of congregational |eadership and to develop
their abilities with other Unitarian Universalist
leaders. Thisfive-day program will be held August 8
-13, 2010, at The Mountain Retreat and Learning
Centers. The Thomas Jefferson, Mid-South and
Florida Districts and Southwestern Conference
organize SUULE. In deference to these difficult
economic times and to encourage greater participa
tion, we have discounted the tuition $55 from last
year. This year®tuition is $695.

By now each congregation has received an invitation
to nominate leaders to attend SUULE. Please
consider carefully the team you wish to send.
Ministers, DRES, Board Members, Y outh leaders are
all welcome.

SUULE offers participants an opportunity to
combine practical leadership tools with spiritual and
theological grounding to maximize their congrega-
tional leadership potential. We are asking that
congregations send teams of leaders who will learn
and develop together. If your congregation is small,
please develop a relationship with other Unitarian
Universalist congregations in your cluster so that
you can still send a team. This team approach helps
individuals to deepen their experience, get support
and advice from other leaders who have the same
knowledge and helps them to keep their focus on the
reality that this is congregational leadership. For
more information visit http://www.uusouthland.org/.
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DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A
QUESTION RELATING TO THE
MINISTER OR MINISTRY?

If so, please contact one of the Members of
the Congregational Committee on Ministry:
Jenn Bouchie 470-9422
Sue Boone 531-5236
Jackie Brown 772-6764
Pat McGiverin 771-1529
Lucille Odeneal  743-1304

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to
Octagram@uuclearwater.org. Deadline for each
month’sissue is midnight of the third Sunday of the
month prior to the month of issue.

Sunday Wor ship Service
Information is on centerfold.

Misit: www.uuclearwater.org




