UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS
OF CLEARWATER

Our Focus: Mission, Ministry and Growth

We minister to each other through service, education, artistic, spiritual
nourishment and the strengthening of our relationship.
In our local and world communities, we promote our vision; live our UU
principles, inspire peaceful activism, and invite fellow seekers to join our
quest.

UUC Mission Statement

Some religious writers claim that great religions have few if any common bonds. |
disagree. The common bond that connects al great religions, God centered or
secular, are strong institutions that organize in a manner to drive home a meaningful Terrence Stapleton

message.

The UUC proclaims a message as defined by our Mission Statement. Our Mission is
made real by an institution committed to achieving our values and purpose. The
effectiveness of our message is dependent upon the strength of the institution we
have built and maintain. Likewise, the institution cannot long survive without a

Inside this issue:

i Rev. Nick Ozuma 2
meaningful message. Dr. Dot Ketz 3
Social Justice 4

Without a meaningful and powerful message our religious community will fail. Open Issues
Without a well-organized and spirited religious community our message will be RENews >
- .. . Worship Service 6
muted. The effectiveness of our Mission and strength of our community are Calendar 7
mutually dependent. The Rebirth of Buddha 8
Vital UU Congregations 9
. . . UU Zenin the Pi 10
The Board recognizes the need to enhance the effectiveness of the UUC committee August ér\]éms &n;ymd 1

structure (institution) if we are to be successful in the delivery of our message.
Therefore, the UUC Leadership Coordinating Group was created at the July Board
meeting. This Group will advise the Board on committee structure and support
committee chairs as necessary. Working with the Community Builders Committee,
UUC members will be introduced to the ministry of committees that may be able to
use their talents. The Group will work under the leadership of Past President Bill
Norsworthy.

Continued on Page 2



Summer Minister’s Notes Rev. Nick Ozuma

It's hard to believe it's been a month since | had the privilege of attending my first
UUA General Assembly. Before going, | hadn’t done much research and thought it
would be best if | didn't conceive of any expectations, rather absorb as much as
possible as an observer. All everyone would tell me is “be sure to pace
yourself.” This proved to be good advice. When | arrived at the Minneapolis
Convention center that was hosting the event, | was instantly amazed at the hordes of
attendees. After | meandered through the crowds, reminiscent of the Tokyo train
stations | came to love, | made it to the registration booth, where they gave me a
nametag and handed me a huge catalog of al the events that were taking place. | was
overwhelmed. That feeling stayed with me for most of my abbreviated attendance, but | was still able to
relax enough to get afair glimpse of what goes on at a General Assembly .

The lectures and workshops provided great learning experiences for me, but | was mostly moved by the
zedl of the participants, many who did not shy away from telling it like it is. They wore their nametags
very proudly wherever they went, even in the streets, in cafes, department stores, what have you. These
were not simple nametags either. Most of them were emblazoned with an array of brightly colored
ribbons, stickers and pins. More than just a name, it was a statement; and the statement was all about
freedom. Freedom of religious thought and expression founded upon personal choice and reason, even
if not appeasing society’s preconceptions. The pageantry within the confines of the convention center
was all the more apparent and one could easily sense the joy of being in community of like-minded, open
-minded people, even if they didn’'t agree with each other.

In the end, | found great significance in this gathering, even if it’'s done every year. Being moved and
inspired is what progresses religious communities. Sometimes we can become stagnant and need a
reminder of why we're doing al of this. | think the participants of this General Assembly all received a
reminder in some form or another. | was reminded of the true value of the faith community and
encouraged to reach beyond even the limits of what | thought was possible.

Continued from previous page

Board members are being asked, “What kind of religious community do they want?’ From this exercise |
am in the early stages of formulating the idea that | want to be in a community that stretches me to
achieve our Mission Statement while bringing me to a higher and independent level of understanding
about my faith and my place in the universe. “To reach for something while holding on to something
else” (“The Almost Church” Michael Durall) may be the religious community | want. As a Board, we are
far from answering this question and, being UUs, we may never agree. However, it is a question that
warrants our attention and will drive our actionsin the future.

What kind of religious community do you want? Y our comments are welcome.

Terrence Stapleton, Board President



Do Over!l Dr. David Katz

Dear UUC Friends:

I hope this greeting finds you well and you will permit me a moment of your time. As
| write this on July 10, we are in the height of the sauna opportunities provided by
Florida® summer (that always sounds more appealing to me than complaining about
the humidity) and | am eagerly looking forward to leaving for my Alaska cruise with
my partner Chuck later this week.

It was such ajoy to come to church this morning and have the opportunity to play and sing in the spirit that the
Octagon Arts Center provides. It was even more of a joy to share the musical space with Cathy Costa and
Norman Thalmeier and the worship space with all the congregants present. While sitting in that space | was
reminded once again of the wonderful opportunities which abound at UUC for nourishing our spirits.

Of course, one of the great joys for nourishment of the spirit and the heart at UUC includes participation in our
wonderful music program. Some of you have personally participated by singing in the choir. Others of you
have provided deeply stirring instrumental music to accompany our worship services. Still others of you have
entrusted your precious children and grandchildren with me by allowing them to participate in children®choir.

On Wednesday, August 25th from 7:00-9:30 p.m., we are kicking off our new year of joyful, spirit-filled music
and worship with an open house to be held in the UUC chorale room which | am calling "Do Over!!" When we
were children, if we wanted to begin atask or a game again, we would say to al our friends, "Do Over!!" If last
year was a year that you felt spiritualy and musicaly filled, then you get to do it again and perhaps, maybe even
improve upon the experience. If you wished you had tried something new in your music making like joining
chair, returning to choir, playing your instrument in church or finally learning that wonderful piece you always
wanted to perform, now is your chance.

"Building the Beloved Community" is our worship and learning program year focus for 2010-2011. What a
wonderful time it will be to come together through the beauty of music and sing and play as we explore such
thought provoking themes as gratitude, hope, faith and justice.

On Wednesday, August 25th, the first half of the evening will consist of one of the things we do best, making
music! We will sing through some of the choir music which we will be performing in church when we kick off
our new year on Sunday, September 19th. We will look at music which focuses on the water communion as
representative of a coming together of people for the larger mission of our UU church. With the coming of the
Jewish New Y ear, we will explore music which embraces new beginnings. Following our singing, we will have
an opportunity to socialize with food and fellowship.

If you are planning on attending, please RSVP me at katzmusicstudio@aol.com so | have an idea of how many
of you may be attending. Of course, if you have any questions and concerns or ideas regarding this year® music
at UUC, please do not hesitate to e-mail me as well.

| can®wait to see you in August.

Blessed Be and Shalom, David Katz



Social Justice Council — Split The Plate
Marlene Calderone, Treasurer

The July 8" Split the Plate collection netted $391.00 for the Shepherd Center of Tarpon
Springs to assist them with their many programs.

The recipient for August 8" will be “Women On the Way” based at St. Pete College
Clearwater campus. Women On the Way is a resource and support center primarily for
students entering or re-entering college after a period of absence. Many women are single
parents. In addition to meeting some basic needs for members, it offers opportunities for leadership,
fellowship and community servicee.  Women On the Way provides services that enhance and empower
adult learners abilities to achieve academic, professional and personal success. The program provides
resources and support for SPC students seeking to complete a college degree such as: scholarships, peer
support, advising, seminars, workshops, textbooks and college and community resources informa
tion. Without this program many would not be able to attend college, enter the workforce and ultimately
support themselves and their families. Please consider a generous contribution.

Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am

August 1st: Wanda Weber, Director of the Shepherd Center of Tarpon Springs. Wanda will bring us up to
date on their many programs such as serving meals to the homeless, (demand has doubled in the past year),
holiday food baskets and children@jifts, the Food Pantry, Financial Assistance, etc.

August 8th: Dave Fornek, Site Supervisor for Habitat for Humanity. Dave will tell us of the future building
plans and the many opportunities to volunteer for Habitat for Humanity Pinellas.

August 15th: Ed Gomez, Director of Operations for Metro Charities. Ed will tell us about Metro Charities
programs and especially their new expansion into other counties and the additional services they provide.

August 22nd: Carolyn Thompson. Jeffrey Smith® 2009 DVD " Everything you HAVE to Know About
Dangerous Genetically Modified Foods." He presents convincing evidence why these gene-spliced crops
may lead to health and environmental catastrophes. Learn how to protect yourself. Carolyn is a member of
UUC.

August 29th: Susan Ryan, Gulf Coast Community Care. Susan will speak about the GCCC Mentoring
Program and how we can participate in Adults Mentoring Children and provide support and guidance to an
at-risk child.



Religious Education News Christine Pensa, RE Coordinator

Hello Friends,

It's been a busy summer for the Religious Education program. Our children
have been learning different cultures and experiencing a little about life outside
the United States. We have been very fortunate to have some wonderful adult
volunteers who have helped to make Culture Camp come alive for our children.

Thisiswhat we will be learning about for the month of August:

August 1%: Japan, August 8" Native North America
August 15th: India, August 22" Greece, August 29" England

The Religious Education Committee has also been quite busy. On June 27" we met at Peggy Tanney's
beautiful home to plan for the upcoming year. We al had a wonderful time and were very productive. We
would like to thank Judy Wade for being our facilitator. We couldn’t have done it with out her!

The RE Committee meets the first Thursday of the month in the Children’s Library from 7pm-9pm. Our
meetings are open to the congregation and encourage people to attend. If you have any concerns or issues
that you want discussed during the RE Committee meeting please feel free to talk to me, or one of the com-
mittee members. The committee members are as follows:

Kathy Krohn and LisaBaird (Co-Chairs), Peggy Tanney, Jinene Harvery, Scott Milinder,
Chris Chirolas-Brewer, Kim Polce, Leslie Conrad, Charlotte Olson

We encourage everyone to become involved with the RE program so that we may become a stronger
congregation as awhole. There are many ways to get involved. This year we have five different RE classes
in addition to the nursery. We sincerely need dedicated individuals to be teachers and assistants for our
children’s program and advisors for our youth program. We aso need volunteers to help in the
nursery. There will be various teacher training sessions in August for each class. If you love working with
children and/or youth but cannot commit to teaching on a regular basis, we are aso looking for volunteers to
help with special events such as luncheons, picnics, arts and crafts, field trips etc...

Finaly, in order for our children to be creative and able to experience the beauty of our faith, we need
supplies. Beginning July 25", there will be an RE Giving Tree in the Socia Hall near the Maxwell
Library. On each leaf there will be an item that the RE program needs. Some items are: glue sticks,
construction paper, tape, markers, snacks, and juice just to name a few. Please take a few leaves and help
support our children and youth.

If you would like to know more about the Religious Education program of UUC, join our UUCRE yahoo
group.UUCRE-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or contact Christine Pensa at: christinepensa@att.net

| hope to see you on Sunday with a smile! Thank you.



Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am

August 1 What Must | Do? Dan Callaghan, Worship Leader: Sue Boone
Music: Theresa Villani, Cello, and Linda Jones, Piano

It is tempting to rest on our laurels for fighting the good fight for social justice in our younger days, but what
does retirement and gray hair obligate us to do now? Dan is aretired high school English teacher and a former
captain in both the U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Special Forces (Green Berets). He helped to form the Society of
Citizens Against Racism (SCAR) among other actions.

August 8 The Advantage of Membership Dorothy Wylie, Worship Leader: Abhimanyu Janamanchi
Music: BonnieWhitehurst

Many people clam to be Unitarian Universalist because they agree with what they have heard is
our philosophy, but they never bother to actually attend a UU church, leave aone join and pledge. Dorothy
thinks we should tell them what the advantages are to being a member. Dorothy has been one of our most active
members since she joined UUC in 1976. She recently celebrated her 95" birthday and heartily recommends
it!

August 15 LifeGot in the Way Peter Goldhammer, Cathy Costa, and Van Fenstermaker

Based on a song written by Cathy Costa. Life "things" are so busy, that we forget the "other" parts of life that
are also important. This theme will be expressed through music of original songs and brief stories. Peter, Cathy,
and Van will be their own Worship Leaders and provide the music.

August 22 Embracing Common Ground Meena Saxenaand Hal Sparks, Worship Leader: Jenn Bouchie
Music: LindaJones

Meena and Hal will explore how UU beliefs, especialy the First Principal of the inherent worth and dignity of
every person, have helped lay the foundation for their marriage. Meena currently stays home raising Raina and
Jai. Hal isemployed by VF Imagewear. Heis currently serving as a UUC Board Member.

August 29 For the Sake of Love: Our Classic Faith for Today’s Generation
The Rev. Dee Graham, Worship Leader: Sue Boone, Music: David Katz

When newcomers discover Unitarian Universalism, they often feel overwhelmed by the diversity and variety of
adventures in faith directions. We can offer the best of the familiar and the comfortable, the best of the golden
oldies seen with new eyes, fresh perspectives. Rev. Dee Graham, College Chaplain for the Sarasota Association
of Campus Ministry, will share some of the ways the classics of both Unitarianism and Universalism can inspire
arenewed vision of the faith in today® greater religious community.

Sept 5 Ambitious Aspirations, Perilous Promises
The Rev. Naomi King, Worship Leader: Jenn Bouchie
Music: Linda Jones

What is Unitarian Universalism’'s purpose in the world? Is it larger than the world of religious jokes and
spiritual redoubts? Why does our message matter? Join our risky business of areligion of relevance. Rev. King
lives Unitarian Universalism’s embrace of wonderment and mystery and humanity’s call to restore and nourish
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The Rebirth of Buddha Dr. Frank Tedesco

UU Buddhist Fellowship at UU Clearwater presents for your pleasure the controversial Japanese animated
film The Rebirth of Buddha on Saturday evening August 21st. 7:15 pm.

We are scheduled for the Chorale Room. We may have to move to a larger room if throngs of truth-seeking
UUs and the general public seek cinematographic enlightenment overwhelm us. Spirits of the dead, suicide,
NDE- Near Death Experiences-paranormal phenomena, romance, the destruction of the world, ultimate
salvation....all the themes of that @ood olCtime religion” will be here for one and all, older, wiser and the
young alike. Here®ablurb and aYouTube URL.:

THE STORY': 17 year-old Sayako Amanokawa aspires to become a journalist, just like Kanemoto, an elite
newspaper writer she looks up to. But Kanemoto, shamed from an erroneous report about a corruption
scandal, jumps in front of atrain and commits suicide. Since that incident, Sayako suddenly becomes able to
see spirits and almost loses her life. However, from that near-fatal incident she experiences something
extraordinary. The journalist inside her stirred, she embarks to find out about the truth. But the forces that
stand in her way turn out to be much more formidable than she ever imagined. http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=eK 6QN89Cs40

UUBF guest, areal flesh & blood Japanese Buddhist priest, Rev. Tetsu Sato, will briefly introduce the film
and answer any questions you may have afterwards. The film is produced by Master Ryuho Okawa, the
prolific writer and founder of Happy Science in 1986.

The UUBF will continue to sponsor speakers and films of an entertaining, thoughtful and spiritual nature in
the future. Buddhists and seekers of "enlightenment” of all persuasions are welcome. To learn more about
nationwide UUBF activities, check out www.uubf.org

True DharmaRev. Dr. Frank Tedesco truedharmalO8@gmail.com (727) 391-1152

Here are a couple of photos of Frank and Jenny of True Dharma International Buddhist Mission collecting
roadside trash for the Pinellas County Adopt-A-Mile program in July.

Frank and Jenny pose with trash bags
collected along Starkey Road

Frank with trash bags collected
along Bryan Dairy Road



The Seven Principles of Vital UU Congregations
(Blogging the UUA Growth Consultation)

At the UUA Growth Consultation held from May 5 to May 7, one of the most interesting documents that
the participants devel oped was alist that we wound up calling "The Seven Principles for UU Vitality."
This document was produced using a process of brainstorming, the grouping of emerging themes, and
reflection on our own experiences. These seven principles would inform the growth initiatives that we
developed later on in the meeting.

The Seven Principlesfor UU Congregational Vitality:

1) The Congregation has a clear and power ful Purpose and Mission

* The congregation possesses a compelling narrative that connects past, present, and future.

* The congregation®story is constantly embodied and rehearsed.

2) The Congregation isaware of & responsiveto theworld around it

» Another way of saying thisisto say that the congregation has a "sense of place” that is theologically
informed.

* The public mission is owned and embodied by the congregation.

* Thereis strong leadership and high levels of participation in living out the public mission. [It is not
just the minister doing it or acommittee or a group of people who are marginal in the life of the
congregation.]

3) Thereisvital worship and a vital Sunday experiencefor all ages

* "|[t®gottasing:" vitality and energy are felt throughout the congregation on Sundays.

* Thereis coherence in the church® programming. Sunday morning is an aesthetic whole.

» The worship serviceis relevant and meaningful in people®lives.

» Music inspires and moves the congregation.

4) Church isdonewell [this principleisin reference to administration and leadership.]

* This principle has to do with Policies, Practices, and Places.

» The above are clear, adaptable, and responsive to the evolving needs of the congregation.

 There is a sense that we must be willing to change ourselvesin order to "do church well."

5) The Congregation cultivatesreligious community

» The community participates in shared practices and rituals.

* The congregation provides connections where there is disconnection. [This is another way to describe
the building of the beloved community: It encompasses multiculturalism, multigenerationalism, and
other forms of diversity.]

* The congregation provides a safe atmosphere and environment where healthy relationships can be
built.

* The congregation recognizes and overcomes its own idolatries in how it envisions community.

6) The Congregation builds skillsto lead and nurtures giftsto serve

* People who come to a church discern acall in community.

» The community nurtures, trains, honors, and trusts |eaders.

7) Strong ministerial leader ship supportsthe fulfillment of the previous six principles.

FLD-UUA note: Thisitem is excerpted from Rev. Thom Belote®5/17/2010 blog post found at
http://revthom.bl ogspot.com/2010/05/seven-princi pl es-of -vital -uu.html
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UU Zen in the Pines

UU Zen in the Pines at “UU in the Pines’” Retreat Center, 7029 Cedar Lane/ Brooksville, FL 34601
2010 October 22-24

This retreat will introduce beginners to the basics of Zen as well as guide more advanced meditators in
their practice. Theretreat is geared to help participants come home to who they really are, to redlize their

interconnectedness with everything that is, and to cultivate compassion for al living beings from a place
of inner peace.

Teacher: Maria Reis Habito is a Teacher of the Sanbo Kyodan Zen lineage and the Maria Kannon Zen
Center based in Dallas, Texas. She holds a Ph.D in East Asian Religions and Philosophy from the
Ludwig-Maximilians University in Munich, Germany. A dharma disciple of Dharma Master Hsin Tao of
Ling Jiou Shan Monastery and Founder of the Museum of World Religions in Taiwan, she also practiced
Zen under the guidance of Fr. Hugo Enomiya Lassdle, SJ in Germany and Yamada Koun Roshi in
Japan. At the retreat, Maria will offer teisho (dharma talk) each day and dokusan (one-on-one
interviews). Tanto (Coordinator of Practice): Rev. Meredith Hotetsu Garmon, PhD, Unitarian Universal-
ist minister, philosophy professor, Zen student and leader of Dancing Crane Zen Center, sponsor of this
retreat. Meredith received jukai from UU minister and Zen Priest, James Ford. After studying and
practicing with several other Zen and Buddhist teachers, Meredith has been a Zen student of Ruben
Habito since 2004.

Schedule

Friday, Oct 22nd Saturday, Oct 23rd Sunday, Oct 24th
Throughout day: arrive,  6:20am: Morning Stretches  6:20am—Noon: Same as
check in, and enjoy the 6:30-7:55 am: Zazen Saturday
grounds. 7:55 am: Morning Chants Noon: Sharing time and
6:00—7:00pm: Dinner 8:05-8:35 am: Breakfast Lunch
7:00-8:30pm: Zazen 8:35-9:05 am: Zen Chores
8:30 pm: Orientation/ 9:05-9:30 am: Break
Evening Chants 9:30 am: Zazen

10:00 am: Teisho

10:45-Noon: Zazen
Noon-1:00 pm: Lunch
1:00-2:30 pm: Break
2:30 pm: Tea

2:45-4:15 pm: Zazen
4:15-5:00 pm: Break
5:00-6:00 pm: Zazen
6:00—7:30 pm: Dinner
7:30-9:00 pm: Zazen
9:00 pm: Evening Chants

Cost: $160 includes 6 meals and two nights lodging. Bring your own towels and linens. Rooms will be
single occupancy as available. Make checks payable to “Dancing Crane Zen Center” with “UU Zen
Retreat” in the Memo line. Registration deadline: 2010 Sept 24. For further information contact Meredith
Garmon at mgarmon@uuma.org.
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Events in August and Beyond

Duplicate Bridge Summer Sandwich
(Bring your own!)

Stay after Duplicate Bridge on August 16th to share
a dessert and salad. For more information, call Jane
Torell at 727-733-8977.

SUUS

Do you like FUN, NATURE, UUs or FOOD!?
Many from UUC are aready committed to SUUSI
2011. Join usin UU heaven for the time of your life!
Just ask anyone who has been to SUUSI!

Disclosure: SUUSI can only provide fun, nature,
and food for UUs between the ages of 0 and 99.
Experience firsthand the indescribably beautiful
mosaic of UUism! Make this year youur year.
WWW.SUUSI.org.

B.E.E.R. Men’s Group

Be with other Brothers Engaged in Esoteric Repar-
tee twice a month, building community and talking
about subjects of mutual interest. All men of the
congregation are invited.  See you a our next
gatherings on Aug 5th at The Whistle Stop in Safety
Harbor and Aug 26th a O'Keefe's
Restaurant in Clearwater. Contact Craig
Alldredge at (727) 742-0260 for more
information. Close analysis will detect a

second meeting in the month down there.
This may change: as a group we are
neither well organized nor consistent.

HATS OFF!

HATS OFF to the TECH TEAM comprised of Jeff
Anderson, Sue Boone, John Fraser, Katherine
Gomez, John Hegner, Debbie Langrock, Linda
Rehkemper, Linda Stoller -- who have all worked the
sound booth for the past several years. Carl Hansen
steps in as needed along with doing other UUC jobs.
Other team members also have performed other
important UUC jobs:

Jeff Anderson - Gay Pride Coordinator

Sue Boone & Linda Stoller - past Presidents of the
congregation

Debbie Langrock - chorale member and flutist

Jim House - landscaping our grounds and doing
podcasts for most services

HATS OFF and WELCOME to
new tech team members -- Matt
Bouchie, Ben Czech, and Susan
Walker. We look forward to
working with you.

Women’s Night Out

A monthly event to allow UUC women and friends
to sociaize and get to know each other better, have a
good meal, and try different restaurants. Generaly
we have a northern county location one month and a
southern county location the next month. If you have
a question or an idea, please call Denise Seeber at
727-474-2647 or call Martha Kowalski at 727-656-
9429. Women's Night Out this month will be at the
Thirsty Marlin Grill & Bar, 351 West
Bay Drive in Largo on Thursday,
August 5th a 7 pm. Make your
reservation early to be sure to get a
gpot. Call Sharon LaPlume at 727-474
-6401 to make reservations and inform
us of your transportation needs.
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DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A
QUESTION RELATING TO THE
MINISTER OR MINISTRY?

If so, please contact one of the Members of
the Congregational Committee on Ministry:
Jenn Bouchie 470-9422
Sue Boone 531-5236
Jackie Brown 772-6764
Pat McGiverin 771-1529
Lucille Odeneal  743-1304

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to
Octagram@uuclearwater.org. Deadline for each
month’sissue is midnight of the third Sunday of the
month prior to the month of issue.

Sunday Wor ship Service
Information is on centerfold.

Misit: www.uuclearwater.org




