Auction Green Fest 2010
Saturday April 24™ 4 p.m.

Our auction Green Fest 2010 will feature fabulous food, raffles, door prizes, and rambunctious bidding,
topped off by a concert by the “beloved songweaver” Amy Carol Webb. Tickets are $15 and include auc-
tion, dinner, drinks and concert. Children Seven and under are free.

We need your help. Donate items! Volunteer!

To donate auction items, call Del Scott at (727) 458-6510, or complete the online form uuclearwater.org/
AuctionDonationForm.php . To volunteer, call Bill Dishongh at (727) 415-7676, or complete the online

form uuclearwater.org/mail BillDishongh.php. Scott Milinder

Inside this issue:

Khasi Hills Goal Falls Short - First Time! Rev AL 2
For the first time in the six years of sponsoring the Margaret Barr Memorial oKz s
School in the Khasi Hills of India we have falen short of our goal. A wire mf‘;‘ﬁw g
transfer for the total collected of $3,360.00 was recently sent to the school. The Open |§Sues
budget request was for approximately $5,100.00. We had a shortage of
$1,740.00. After much deliberation we have decided to continue to accept do- caenc@ !
nations and sponsorships in the hope that we may send the remainder of the re-
quested amount in the next few months and honor our commitment. We are m&m 9
also considering a separate fundraiser to help reach our goal. UUAGA

Chilcren'
We wish to thank everyone who has donated or sponsored a student. Y our gen- sduéenSRENeAs w0
erosity through the years has allowed us to provide much needed assistance to Readers Forum 11
the school and children. It is greatly appreciated. Call me with any questions April Events &Beyond 12
or suggestions. (727-669-9517). 13

Marlene Caldrone



Random Reflections Rev. Abhi Janamanchi

Unitarian Universalist worship seeks to strike a balance between four sources of religious

authority: tradition, scripture, reason, and direct experience. In sixteenth century Europe,

Protestants challenged the Catholic emphasis on sacramental traditions by making scrip-

ture the primary source of authority in worship. In succeeding centuries, reason became

more prominent with the scientific revolution and the Enlightenment. Finally, the Roman-

tic movement elevated direct, personal experience to its rightful place in a hierarchy of
religious authority. The earliest American Unitarians combined the Protestant emphasis on scripture with
the Enlightenment emphasis on reason into a focus on the critical interpretation of scripture. Transcenden-
talism added direct personal experience to the mix. Early Universalism, by contrast, was more evangelical
in style, combining afocus on scripture with direct, personal experience, and less emphasis on reason.

When the American Unitarian Association and the Universalist Church of America merged in 1961, these
various strands came together. Today, the varieties of Unitarian Universalist worship and attendant theo-
logical perspectives, reflect different ways of combining and emphasizing these four sources of religious
authority.

The “celebration of life” is an oft-quoted definition of worship in Unitarian Universalist congrega-
tions. The phrase suggests that an act of worship expresses feeling more than it adores a deity (although,
for many, it may do both).

Worship is approached as a human activity which ascribes worth to some value, idea, object, person, ex-
perience, or attitude and helps us find the power to reaffirm, in word and deed, what is worthy of our ulti-
mate commitment. It provides a vehicle for focusing the religious emotions of members of the religious
community, for clarifying their ideas, and for reinforcing their religious sentiments. In worship, the mean-
ing of life, death, and the universe crystallizes out through prayer, meditation, and other devotional activi-
ties. The result is that people may go forth strengthened and uplifted, better able to grapple with their per-
sona problems, more capable of contributing to the establishment of peace and justice in the world.

When Unitarian Universalists worship, we are shaping, formulating, organizing, and ordering our
faith. We are actively, individually and collectively, aso alowing our lives to be shaped by our faith. In
this sense we are engaged in a celebration of life.

See you at worship!

In faith,

Abhi Janamanchi



Challenges Dr. David Katz

Onetime, in a conversation with aminister at a Unitarian Universalist congregation
that | was serving at as music director, | made a statement that one’' s first music di-
rector position should not be at a Unitarian Universalist congregation. | went on to
say that at a “traditional, mainline Christian” church, one has a lectionary calendar
which clearly defines the biblical lessons for the weeks and the liturgical seasons
for the year. Music is readily available for al times of the year and there is not as
much need for flexible creativity in choosing music which will help to make the
service a cohesive whole.

In a Unitarian Universalist congregation, people come from many traditions and experiences. Some come
from Protestant or Catholic congregations while some come from Jewish synagogues. Others practice more
non-western beliefs such as Buddhism and Hinduism. Still, others are “unchurched” and have never been
involved in aformal church family until they walk into aUU church.

With that in mind, choosing music for any particular Sunday at a typical UU congregation is never easy.
Couple that with the fact that no congregation to my knowledge isreally “typical.” At Unitarian Universal-
ists of Clearwater, we have a wide array of ages and types from young families to seniors to single people
with or without children. Religiously and philosophically speaking, we have those who embrace an interpre-
tation of the universe which is very “God-centered” while others prefer to look at a more humanist view of
the world. Many of us still hold on to our past, whether that be religiously or culturally and incorporate that
into our UU world view while others do not.

When choosing music, | try to look at a church year and even beyond. The good news is that what we don’t
represent on one Sunday, we can always do the following Sunday. Looking more forward, what we don’t do
during one Christmas Eve, we can do on the next Christmas Eve.

| try to choose music which will cohesively reflect and bind the worship service theme as chosen by the pas-
toral team. Sometimes, that may be accomplished with music of the most profound and traditional classical
type. Another Sunday, that might be accomplished with a great choral arrangement of a 1980’s pop song.
The beauty of that is the diverse expression which will ultimately touch your neighbor one week and you the
next.

One of the things | love about choosing music for a Unitarian Universalist church is the freedom that | have.

| also readlize that with that freedom comes great responsibility and | will always exercise great care when |
exercise that great responsibility.

Blessed be and Shalom, Dr. David Katz



Social Justice News

Economic Justice Team — Allison Snell

Farmworker Freedom March

Everyone is invited to participate in

this major march to support the farm

workers in their struggle for higher

wages and better working conditions

in the fields. The march will beginin
Tampa on April 16 and end in Lakeland on April 18",
There are many ways to be part of this historic event.
You can join the farm workers in the mornings and
evenings for kick off rallies and Publix pickets. You
can march for 1, 6 or 9 miles on Friday and /or Satur-
day and you can bring your friends and families to
Lakeland on April 18" to walk the fina 2 miles and
participate in the huge rally at the end.

Y ou don’t want to miss this march! Come to the Social
Justice Council table for more information or to sign
up. We will be car pooling from the UUC on April 18"
and organizing groups to march al weekend. You can
also find out more information at www.ciw-online.org.

Undie Sunday isa Huge Success

Thanks to everyone who made our collection for un-
derwear and socks for the homeless such a huge suc-
cess. Homelessness continues to be a major problem
in the community and social service programs that
help the homeless are experiencing major budget cuts.
Collections such as Undie Sunday and food collec-
tions for the RCS food bank are very important and
support these vital programs in our community.

The next meeting of the Economic Justice team will
be on April 22" a 7 PM in the Westwood Room.
Please join us!

Environmental Justice Team
Dotti “Green Jeans” Doyle

The Environmental Justice Team (Green Team)
sponsored a showing of Part | of the film RE-
NEWAL on March 7", accompanied by a whole
foods lunch. We had 14 people in attendance. The
love offering we collected for the lunch will go to-
ward the application fee for Green Sanctuary status
with the UUA. We will be showing Part Il of RE-
NEWAL on April 11" again with a whole foods
lunch. This film is a documentary showing various
religious communities engaged in environmental
activities.

On March 17" the Board of Trustees of UUC
unanimously passed a motion “to formally apply to
the UUA Green Sanctuary Program to begin the
process leading to Green Sanctuary status.” This
motion will be brought to the congregation at the
Annua Meeting in May for ratification. The proc-
ess involves filing an application outlining the envi-
ronmental projects UUC has recently engaged in, is
currently doing, or is planning to do in the near fu-
ture. A minimum of twelve projects is required in
the areas of Worship and Celebration, Sustainable
Living, Environmental Justice, and Religious Edu-
cation.

Some members of the Green Team plan to partici-
pate in a symposium caled Awakening the
Dreamer sponsored by the Patchamama Alliance,
being held at First Unity Church in St Petersburg on
April 24™. This symposium “gives new insightsinto
the opportunities we have to shape the direction of
our world” to achieve “an environmentally sustain-
able, spiritualy fulfilling and socially just human
presence on the planet.” We hope to bring it to
UUC in the near future.

We are planning a tour of First Fruits Hydroponic
Farm in St Petersburg on an up-coming Sunday
afternoon. For further information on the above
and other environmental activities please contact
me at ddoyle1962@tampabay.rr.com.




Social Justice News

Social Justice Council Chair — Marlene Calderone

Split the Plate

Our March Split the Plate recipient was the Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry Forida or
UULMF. They will receive a check for $512.00 to help support their justice ministry that empowers the
moral voice of Unitarian Universalist values in the public arena throughout Florida. The April 11" recipient
will be Community Tampa Bay’s Anytown. Anytown is a unique state-of-the-art youth leadership and di-
versity awareness program for high school-age students. The goal of Anytown is to empower young people
to create more inclusive and just schools and communities where all individuals are treated with respect and
understanding... Anytown received national recognition as a“Best Practice” by the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation. It has also been recommended as one of the best programs to prevent juvenile delinquency by the Na-
tional Council on Crime and Delinquency. In addition, it was cited as an example by “One America,” the
nation-wide Initiative on Race Relations. Since 1991, over 4,000 students have successfully graduated from
the program and have gone on to become responsible citizens who model the Anytown ideals in their profes-
sional and personal lives. Please donate to this wonderful program.

Unitarian Universalist L egislative Ministry of Florida
Homelessness | mpact L obby Day: April 7, 2010

UULMF works to bring our Unitarian Universalist unique voice to the

legislative halls of Tallahassee. We are comprised of an al-volunteer

steering committee of Unitarian Universalist lay and clergy folk dedi-

cated to enlivening justice legislatively and collaborating with like-minded groups to support their legisla-
tive agenda. We work under the auspices of the Unitarian Universalist Florida district, and we want to ex-
tend an invitation to your congregation’s participation in the Legislative Ministry of Florida Impact Days.

This year we are organizing the Homelessness Impact Lobby Day in Tallahassee on April 7, 2010 to sup-
port the legidlative agenda of the Florida Coalition for the Homeless that will have a direct positive impact
on Florida's homeless population. Floridais one of the most difficult states in which to be homeless, and we
are proud to work in solidarity with the Florida Coalition for the Homeless this year. We also invite you to
visit our website, www.uulmf.org and to save the date for Lobby Day. Through district and cluster commu-
nications, we will keep you informed about details and logistics. We want to see al Florida congregations
joining together on this Sunday to enliven our ability to make a bigger legislative splash together. To sign
up for Impact Sunday, use Web Site sign up or RSVP to SPSegnerl@aol.com. Thanks.

Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry, Florida - Steering Committee
Steve Segner, Chair SPSegner1@aol.com 386-788-3039
http://www.uulmf.org



Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am

April 4 Practicing Resurrection Rev. Abhi Janamanchi

We are called to create and discover meaning until the end of our days. In the course of that living, there
will be wounding and healing, deaths and resurrections. Being open to both and willing to live in and
through both is the purpose of alife well-lived. The service will also feature our annual flower communion
ritual. Please bring aflower to share.

April 11 Finding the UP in the Downturn Rev. Abhi Janamanchi & Fawn Germer

You've read the news stories. You've checked the market. The bad news doesn’t stop. Best-selling, Oprah-
featured author Fawn Germer will show us how to find the strength to rise above the negativity and use ad-
versity as atime to gain ground, rather than surrender.

Fawn Germer is a Pulitzer-nominated former investigative reporter whose first book became a best-selling
Oprah favorite. Fawn lives in Clearwater but speaks internationally on leadership and performance issues.
She has personally interviewed hundreds of the most successful leaders and trailblazersin America.

April 18 Rebooting Your Life Rev. Abhi Janamanchi

This is the @uction sermonChid by Scotty and Sylvia Scott. The service will draw from the Rev. Forrest
Church® book Love And Death: My Journey Through the Valley of the Shadow and explore the question,
"What will you do when you get your life back?'

April 25 Healing Our Broken Earth Rev. Abhi Janamanchi & Amy Carol Webb

| never understand there being a debate over the environment. Y es, there are some who believe that global
warming is a hoax, that believe our ability to create technology will cure any environmental ill that we en-
gender to this planet. Yet, even if they are correct this does not change the very spiritual stewardship that
we have as human beings. We still have responsibilities to take care of the interdependent web of existence
that we are apart of. The service will investigate. We will welcome new members during the service.

Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am

April 4th: Dr. Ryan Smith. "Five Secrets to Looking and Feeling Younger." Dr. Ryan is based in Palm Har-
bor. Visit hiswebsite at http://posturepros.com/custom_content/c_60362_meet_the doctors.html.

April 11th: Andrea Hildebran. "The Importance of Community Gardens." Andrea is the Executive Director
of Green-Florida. Thisyear’s UUC Auction will provide aid to Green-Florida. http://green-florida.org/

April 18th: Janet Clark. "The Pivotal Role of Middle Schools.” Janet is the Chair of the Pinellas County
School Board and is currently in her second term on the board. Sheis aso a UUC member.

April 25th: Joan Lund. "A Conversation on Recent UU Doings. " Joan Lund, our Florida District trustee on
the UUA Board, will report the organizationa and staff changes made at the UUA, the Miami Florida District
Meeting, and discuss the upcoming UUA General Assembly in Minneapolis (June 23-28). She asks that you
come with questions and comments.
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The Preciousness of Life Rev. Nick Ozuna

Springtime, when new greenery sprouts and flowers bloom, is a season to
which most people look forward with pleasure having endured the cold win-
ter. Like the changing of the seasons, human life goes through its own cycle of
birth, aging, illness, and death.

A passage from the Dhammapada says:
Difficult it is being born a human.
Difficult it is being alive now for those from whom death isinevitable.
Difficult it isto hear the right teaching of the Buddha.
Difficult it isto encounter the appearance of buddhas in the world.

To be born a human being is a rare and wonderful thing. The life we have here and now is all the
more precious when we know that we are destined to die.  When we can grasp this, we cannot help
but feel gratitude for each day we are given life. It isnot by our own valition that we exist, but by an
extraordinary power that pervades all existence. Though we cannot grasp the full breadth of this
profound power, we can at least look to our parents and ancestors and offer our appreciation for the
life we have been given.

This month in Rissho Kosei-kai, in conjunction with the vernal equinox, we offer our thoughts and
gratitude to our ancestors, to remember their lives and reflect on the precious life we have in a special
memorial service called O-Higan, which means “the other shore”. This shore is the shore of suffer-
ing and the other shore is the shore of absolute harmony, yet both reside in this world.

During the equinox, days and nights are of equal lengths and are in balanced harmony. All things are
changing around us and within us, yet this is a time when we can contemplate on creating harmony
with those around us, which is after al, the greatest veneration we can do for our ancestors. Thisis
recognizing that we are al interconnected and supporting each other and that each and every one of
us has a precious life! If we can recognize this, difficult as it is, we can encounter the *buddha-
nature” in al those around us and throughout the world.

Social Justice Team — Allison Snell

Heads Up for the annual St. Petersburg Pride Parade! It will be on June 26, 2010 so please mark your
calendars for this important event. The Cluster is a sponsor this year and we need UUC to show our
support with agood turn out.

Watch for further information next month in the Octagram and Weekly News.



Above and Beyond Award for April

The UUC Board of Directors has chosen Ed Kraemer as recipient of the
Above & Beyond Award for April. Ed has been a member of UUC for six
years. During that time, he has contributed wonderfully to the inspiring
sound of the UUC Chorale. As our resident jazz drummer, he has partici-
pated in many Sunday services and musical entertainments for our semi-
annual pancake breakfasts. What many are not aware of is the great work
Ed does as chair of our Finance Committee. Each month, the Finance
Committee reviews financial reports and advises the Board on financial
matters. Ed® expertise and attention to detail have been invaluable as he
has worked diligently with the Finance Committee in putting together the
budget each year. Thank you, Ed, for going Above & Beyond in your service to UUC.

Ed Kramer

UUA General Assembly—Are Your Going?

Now isthe timeto register for UUA-GA if you are planning to attend.

Genera Assembly isthe way that our faith does business. Actions of social withess are passed at GA, ele-
ments that make up future policies are discussed and every congregation, through their delegates, has a
voicein this discussion.

What can one expect at GA? You'll experience wonderful and uplifting worship services—morning and
night—led by some of our best worship leaders, with great music and inspiring messages. Worshipping
together with thousands of fellow UUs at our Sunday Worship Service is an experience that should not be
missed. This year, the Rev. Peter Morales, UUA President, will be the Sunday morning service speaker. |
will be leading worship for the Church of the Larger Fellowship with my colleague, the Rev. Gail Geisen-
hainer, on Friday afternoon. Also, this year® Genera Assembly will feature the UUA Children® Choir
bringing together children from various UU congregations including our own (Y ashasvi Janamanchi has
been chosen to sing in the choir).

At GA, you'll hear terrific speakers. The Ware Lecture, a prestigious lecture given annualy at GA, will
feature Winona LaDuke. She is a Native American activist, environmentalist, economist, and writer. An
Anishinaabekwe (Ojibwe) enrolled member of the Mississippi Band Anishinaabeg, she lives and works on
the White Earth Reservations in northwestern Minnesota. Previous Ware lecturers included the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., Kurt VVonnegut, and poet Mary Oliver.

There will be hundreds of entertaining programs and informative workshops, offering excellent support
and learning for leaders in our congregations. You'll be able to join the witness for our faith and values, in
moving and exciting ways.

If you are interested to know more, visit www.uua.org/ga or contact me at abhij @uuclearwater.org.




Stewardship and Religious Education

Each Sunday our
children spend
about an hour of
time in ther RE
classes. However,
religious education
IS not something
that ends the minute
you leave the park-
ing lot. It should continue at home as well. Now,
being a parent is hard enough, but sometimes being a
Unitarian Universalist parent is even more challeng-
ing. How do you answer the question “What is
God?” “Is there a God?’ “Is there a heaven and
hell?” Or perhaps your child is struggling to explain
Unitarian Universalism to their friends.

Christine Pensa
RE Program Assistant

While there are many wonderful books that may
help to answer these questions, the best thingto do is
to talk to other people. Reach out to RE teachers,
parents and non-parents, alike. Share your concerns,
ask questions, listen with an open mind and encour-
age your children to do the same.

| would aso like to encourage everyone to use the
UUCRE yahoo group to promote discussion and the
sharing of information. Thisis a great place to ask
guestions and share experiences. If you do not be-
long to the UUCRE yahoo group and would like to
join, please let me know.

Let’slearn together

The SUUSI Catalog is finally
HERE!!

SUUSI is an intentional community of approxi-
mately 1,000 people who gather in July to ex-
plore our interconnectedness, learn new ways of
seeing our world and each other, delight in the
joys of meeting old friends and making new
ones, share outdoor adventures, dance, and sing.

Take apeak - go to these websites for morein-
formation:

SUUSI 2010 Catalog - SUUSI resolution (3.0
MB)

SUUSI 2010 Catalog - SUUPER SUUSI reso-
lution (13.8 MB)

The economy may prevent some of your fellow
SUUSI-ites from coming to SUUSI. A SUUSI-
ship donation will help make SUUSI more ac-
cessible.

Paul Langrock
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Readers Forum Catherine & John Conover

Participants read and discuss books selected by the group from a variety of
genre. Join us for coffee and lively book discussions. On Friday, March 26,
the group began discussing the book People of the Book by Geraldine
Brooks. We meet on Fridays, between 10:00-11:30 am, in the Chorale Room
of the UUC Octagon. The Fee is $20 or $5 if you aready have the book.
Books are available after the service in the UUC Social Hall and at the
Friday Readers Forum sessions. No registration is required to be part of the
Readers Forum, just come along.

People of the Book is an intricate, ambitious novel that traces the journey of

arare illuminated Hebrew manuscript from convivencia Spain to the ruins of

Sargevo, from the Silver Age of Venice to the sunburned rock faces of

northern Australia. Inspired by the true story of a mysterious codex known as the Sargevo Haggadah,
People of the Book is a sweeping adventure through five centuries of history. From its creation in Muslim
-ruled, medieval Spain, the illuminated manuscript makes a series of perilous journeys. through
Inquisition-era Venice, fin-de-siecle Vienna, and the Nazi sacking of Sargevo.

In 1996, Hanna Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, is offered the job of a lifetime: analysis and
conservation of the famed manuscript, which has been rescued once again from Serb shelling during the
Bosnian war. Priceless and beautiful, the book is one of the earliest Jewish volumes ever to be
illuminated with figurative paintings. When Hanna, a caustic loner with a passion for her work, discovers
a series of tiny artifacts in its ancient binding—an insect wing fragment, wine stains, sat crystals, a
white hair—she becomes determined to unlock the book’s mysteries. As she seeks the counsd of
scientists and specialists, the reader is ushered into an exquisitely detailed and atmospheric past, tracing
the book’s journey from its creation to its salvation. In Bosnia during World War Il, a Muslim risks his
life to protect it from the Nazis. In the hedonistic salons of Vienna in 1894, the book becomes a pawn in
an emerging contest between the city’s cultured cosmopolitanism and its rising anti-Semitism. In
Venice in 1609, a Catholic priest saves it from Inquisition book burnings. In Tarragona in 1492,
the scribe who wrote the text has his family destroyed amid the agonies of enforced exile. And in
Seville in 1480, the reason for the Haggadah's extraordinary illuminations is finally disclosed.

In Year of Wonders and March, Geraldine Brooks demonstrated an uncanny ability to hear and transmit
the voices of a seventeenth century Derbyshire maid and an nineteenth century American abolitionist.
People of the Book is filled with unforgettable voices from the past, but it is Hanna's voice—edgy,
contemporary—that makes People of the Book a compulsively readable adventure story that transcends
the usual boundaries of historical fiction.

Visit Alaska

There are four Alaska UU Fellowships available this summer, July 9th through 21st. The tour will include
the Alaskan southeast coastal waters and continue to the Arctic Ocean. You will have home stays with
UU hosts in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Sitka, and Juneau. For more info and registration forms please go to
the UUC office or phone (727)531-7704.
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Events in April and Beyond

Women’s Night Out

A monthly event to
allow UUC women and friends to socialize and get to
know each other better, have a good meal and try dif-
ferent restaurants. We have a northern county loca-
tion one month and a southern county location the
next month. If you have a question or an idea, call
Denise Seeber a (727) 474-2647 or Martha Kowal ski
at (727) 656-9429. The next meeting is on April 1st at
the Greek Town Grillein Clearwater (7 pm).

B.E.E.R. Men’s Group

Be with other Brothers Engaged in Esoteric Repartee
twice a month, building community and talking about
subjects of mutua interest. All men of the congrega-
tion are invited. We are the UU Group of Low Ex-
pectations. Coming up with a date and place exhausts
our organizationa skills, so there is no plan, no
agenda... just a chance to sit down with congenial
minds, have a drink and some food and tak...about
anything you want. See you at the next gatherings,
April 1st and April 22nd. Contact Craig Alldredge at
(727) 742-0263 for more information.

Third Tuesdays Webinar

Nature, Figure, Narrative

The Nature, Figure, Narrative Art Show at the
UUC Octagon Arts Center explores these central
themes in drawing, painting, and collage media by
Joseph Weinzettle. Joseph interprets contemporary
subjects with traditional techniques of silver point,
natural red chak, and oil paintings on hand-mixed
gesso grounds. Included are plein air studies from
Florida, West Africa, and Haiti. The show is free
and runs through Wednesday, April 7th, 2010.
Gallery hours are Monday through Friday, 9:30 am
to 12 noon, and Sunday, 9:30 to 10:30 am, 12
noon to 1 pm.

Next “ Pathways To Member ship”
Course Will Beln April

This three-session series, sponsored by the Mem-
bership Committee, provides an opportunity to re-
flect on your spiritual odyssey, meet and get to
know fellow seekers, and learn the rich heritage of
Unitarian Universalism and UUC, its program and
membership. Becoming a member is not arequire-
ment of the course. Reverend Ahbi Janamanchi,
Reverend Bill Welch, and the Membership Com-
mittee will lead this series. The series will be given
on Thursday, April 8th, 15th, and 22nd. Each class
will start at 7 pm and continue until 9 pm.

The Forida District invites your participation in a monthly seminar presenta-
tion on a variety of congregational life issues. The seminar is open to anyone

interested among our District congregations.

The format is an hour to an hour-and-a-half lecture and conversation on a given topic, 7:30pm — 9:00pm.
Participants recelve a written text outline of the seminar prior to the presentation. Only one person per
congregation may be “on the call.” However, with the use of a projector and a speaker phone, you can
create your own seminar room and invite many others to participate. A copy of the presentation is posted
on the District website soon after the seminar has been presented. Participants may then download the

slide show and text to share with others.

Pre-registration is required; the fee per session is $10 for individua sessions, payable to the Florida Dis-
trict. There are two sessions remaining in this series. They are: April 20th, Risk Management: Mora &
Emotional Safety, Legal & Physical Safety; and May 18th, Youth Ministry: Keeping Our Kids in the

Faith.
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Events in April and Beyond

Summer Youth and Young Adult Opportunities

I’m writing to share about three events the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries will be sponsoring
this summer. | realize that for some these events will conflict with other opportunities. It was simply not pos-
sible to completely avoid overlap. | hope you will encourage youth and young adults from your district to
participate in these events. Flyers with details were in the March Congregational Bulletin.

* Youth and Young Adults of Color Leadership Development Conference, August 13— 17, 2010,
Boston, MA ($200 registration includestravel, room, and board)

A leadership development conference for youth and young adults of color 15— 30 yearsold. This event
will equip participantsto be leadersin their local UU congregation or district, better understand
racial/ethnic identity development, and foster inter-cultural collaboration.

* Chrysalis Training of Trainers, July 10 — 14, 2010, L ocation TBD (Expenses paid for selected
applicants)

For high school youth and adult advisors: Participants will learn to lead Spirituality Development and

L eadership Devel opment conferences and be added to the pool of available trainers. We will be revising
the content of the training to reflect feedback from District Staff, Chrysalis Trainers, and past training
participants as well as the findings of the Y outh Ministry Working Group and Mosaic Project Report.

* Summer Camp on Interfaith Leadership for Youth and Adults, August 1 —6, 2010, The Mountain
Retreat and L earning Center, Highlands, NC (Most to all expenses paid for selected participants)
Part of our partnership with the Interfaith Y outh Core, this event will empower congregational teams of
high school youth and adult advisors. Participants will explore religious pluralism, UU theology and history
asrelated to interfaith work, share stories, and return to their congregation prepared to lead local

interfaith service events.

As aways, we love to publicize district/regiona youth and young adult events in our newsletters, so | hope
you'll continue to forward them. Please be in touch if you have questions about these opportunities or just
want to connect about youth and young adult ministries. | look forward to seeing many of you at General As-
sembly.

Yours,

Erik

Erik B. Kesting, Youth and Y oung Adult Ministries Director

Unitarian Universalist Association, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, MA 02108
Phone: (617) 948-4359; Skype: Erik.Kesting; Facsimile: (617) 367-4798

Farmworker Freedom March
Tampa to L akeland

Friday, April 16th to Sunday, April 18th
March & Rally Concert, Lakeland 1:30 pm on Sunday
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DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A
QUESTION RELATING TO THE
MINISTER OR MINISTRY?

If so, please contact one of the Members of
the Congregational Committee on Ministry:

Elly Kelly Baker  848-7910
Jenn Bouchie 470-9422
Pat McGiverin 771-1529
Lucille Odeneal  743-1304
Eliseo Santana 366-7106
Hal Sparks (813) 961-3898 chair

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to
Octagram@uuclearwater.org. Deadline for each
month’sissue is midnight of the third Sunday of the
month prior to the month of issue.

Sunday Wor ship Service
Information is on centerfold.

Misit: www.uuclearwater.org




